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A HOODED CROW FAMILY IN A ROWAN TREE IN THE HIGHLANDS
(See Page z10)

Photo, by C. Eric Palmar
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PRIVATE HIRE
FOR PRIVATE §)\ PARTIES

Summer outings to beauty spots and coach runs through many of Scotland's beautiful areas are an acccptcd plﬂsur:.

If you have to organise a (suy's outing for a party—contact the nearest office of the Scottish 'Bus Group and the Private
Hire Staff will give you every assistance in making arrangements. You will receive advice sbout rates and mileage, the best
places to go or, if the destination has been fixed by the Committee, the most interesting route to follow.

SCOTTISH OMNIBUSES W. ALEXANDER CENTRAL S.M.T. WESTERN S.M.T.
LIMITED & SONS LTD CO LTD CO LTD
30 St. Andrew Square, Brown St., Camelon, Traction House, Motherwell. Bus Station, Kilmaraock,
Edinburgh, Falkirk, Phone: 8s0. Phone: 475. Phone: g40.
Phone: Wav. 2515, 290 Buchanan Street
Buchanan St. Bus Station, 473 Cathedral St., Glasgow, Waterloo Street, Glasgow. Glasgow.
Glasgow. Phane: Dou, go61. Phone: Dou. 6341/0. Phone: Cen. 1924. Phone: Dou. 8634-5.

HIGHLAND OMNIBUSES, LTD., Station Square, Inverncss. Phone: 1816,
SCOTTISH BUS GROUP OFFICES THROUGHOUT SCOTLAND
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%) SICH NO MORE
7 LADIES

Every one of these modern

' appliances, Radiation Cook-

\ ers, Electrolux Refrigerators,

S'axon VWVashing Machines can now be yours

wherever you live. RURAL GAS makes it

possible to have a 1007 labour saving home

to-day at a minimum running cost. [t is

the cheapest bottled gas in Britain at 22/-
per 32-Ib. charge.

FREE DELIVERY

FREE INSTALLATION
FREE MAINTENANCE
SAFETY and CLEANLINESS

|
Institutes should take advantage
of our free DEMONSTRATION
SERVICE. Arrange for your
Seeretary to contact us when
making up your next Prospecius

SCOTTISH RURAL GAS LTD., FRIARTON, PERTH Ai.dccn Sinewaii, Eigim, Berwick

Aberdeen, Dingwall, Elgin, Berwick

(”/

Have you ever come across

4 slimming diet in which Salads
do not occupy an important
place ? Have you ever met a
Salad that is not made twice as
delicious by the addition of

CROSSE &
BLACKWELL

galad eream

Ready for kniting
and Tanglefree

P & B Wools save time and trouble. Most
of them come ready wound in wonderful tanglefree
balls — tanglefree to the very endl

use BB wools G-be sure'

WOOLS

PATONS & BALDWINS LIMITED
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THE WORLD’S GREATEST BOOKSHOP

l * FOR BOOK S ¥

HANDICRAFTS SHOP

Foyles famous Bookshop now has a big Handicrafts
ed selection of high quality

:'.lr'h'r .‘-':U."‘- 1 -'JE'Je’;Jf"'.J'.'f." EOST.

pent with an unsur

‘:_.}.’l'u'('a'r\'_ ;‘-"J.‘-J.H.«III SErvice,

's have departments far Baoks on all subjects,
Records, .\".'.J.'.'-nr.'z'r_'.' and Music
{19-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, WC2

Gerrard 5660 (16 linas) - Opan 9-6 (inc 571z)
Mearese Station : Tottenham Court Road
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It’s
easy

the
Sirdar

way

Beautiful knitting i
a secret you can share
when you have the right
beginnings., The Sirdar
knitting leaflet for this
lovely jumper takesyou
stitch-by-stitch through
every detail of its crea-
tion. Sirdar Majestic
Wool 3-ply has been specially chosen to
give just the right feel and appearance.
Successful knitters say that knitting is
easier the Sirdar.

Knitting instructions fer this jumper
in three sizes, Bust, 32", 34", 38",
can'be obtained fn leoflet No. | 477,
from most wool shops ot 6d., or
by post 7hd. from Dept. A, P.O.
Box 31, Wakefield, Yorks.

HARRAP BROS. (BIRDAR WOOLS) LIMITED.

| HAND KNITTING WOOLS

Delicious!

H.M.Tea

6/- & 6/4 Ib
Small Leaf
6/~ Ib
Henry McKechnie & Co Ltd Glasgow

AND COUNTRY June, 1U54

The Commercial Bank
of Scotland Limited

Head Office :—

14 George St. Edinburgh

General Manager—

Ian Wilson Macdonald

Glasgow Chief Office:—
113-115 Buchanan St.

A complete modern Banking Service is avail
able at over 300 Branches and Sub-Offices
in Scotland and three offices in London

PLAYS

ALL PLAYS, including Latest
Releases in stock. Agents for
SAMUEL FRENCH, LTD., and

are authorised to issue Perform-
ing Licences.

COSTUMES, WIGS
and SCENERY

on hire
ESTIMATES GRATIS

R. Sheldon Bamber Litd.

THEATRICAL COSTUMIEES & SCENERY CONTRACTORS

12 and 13 CHARING CROSS MANSIONS
GLASGOW, C.3

Telephone : DOUglas 1471
Telegrams : ““Bamberre, Glasgow"

fus




SOCOTTESH oM} AND

Easy Two-Part Songs in Constant Demand |
THE RIVER Harry Dexte 8l
ROBIN ADAIR e, Colin Manson 4l
TURKEY IN THE STRAW arr. Harry Dexter 8d
YE BANKS AND BRAES arr. Harry Dexter fid,
GREENSLEEVES arr, Harry Dexter 8d.
GOD BLESS ELIZABETH \. Steffani 8d.
SILENT NIGHT arr. Harey Dexter Hdl
Complete Choral Catalogue sent post free

FRANCIS, DAY & HUNTER LTD,,

Felueational Department
16 SOHO SQUARE, LONDON. W.I

In ¢ 1t and & b, curtons &
1 1h, and 2 1b. boxes

favourite biscuits
Ideal for Birthdays, Theatres or Motoring
EACH EXQUISITE CHOCOLATE A JOY TO EAT . ., for 1 / 5d

Carr’s British Assorted Biscuits
in the new red airtight carton.

Carr’s
BRITISH ASSORTED
Biscuits

J
AT

PRINTED COTTONS % 0 CAREZ
bl

Ideal for Children's Wear 36ins. f By flfrpu.ll'l;:rm.'m Biscuit
T S J.l'uﬂufufn:_rl(n to .‘f;e lare King k
“TOBRALCQO" n Fiorals, Spots and Checks. Gearge VI y
Also Bordered Nursery Prints 36ins. -
SEERSUCKER Gay Florals, Spots, Stripes

and Self Colours 36ins. 4/11, 5/11 - -
PERMANENT EMBOSS WAFFLE

W
This Season's Colours 36ins. 4/11 to - - JOINS THE
LINGERIE FABRICS Plisse Cottons—A

New Crepon Weave — Rayon Crepes— MARS H ALL

Satins—Suzettes 36ins. 3/11, 411 5/6 - 7/6 — / ARRAY
TARTANS All Wool Saxony 52ins. - - 21/9 . s 3 : I
Also Superfine Two-Ply All Worsted 54ins.  33/6 TN ; Farola

PATTERNS SENT BY RETURN POST OF gl . 4 MMARSHALLS ;
ANY FABRIC DESIRED. PLEASE STATE , Mg | acaroni

COLOUR OR DESIGNS PREFERRED L5 ¥ ' MARSHALLS'
COPLAND & LYE LTD., * BAUCHIEHALL ST ° GLASGOW, G.2 ) S emo l ina

JAMES MARSHALL (GLASGOWIRLTD., 2 ORR PLACE, GLASGOW
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SCOTESH HOME
AND COUNTRY
CALENDAR

This year “Scottish Home and Country™ is producing a
calendar which it is hoped members will like to buy
cither for their own homes or as a Christmas gift for
their friends. It will consist of twelve tear-off photographs
of Scottish villages (mostly W.R.L villages!) and will
have a sky-blue cover with the title, the S.W.R.L hadge
and the year in white, The calendar (it will be about
716" ¥ gla™) will be \ui)l)liui in an r'li\'(‘lupu ready for
posting and will cost only 2s. 6d.

Orders and enquiries should be made through Institutes

10 Federation Secretaries,
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INSIST !

WIVES HUSBANDS CAN'T

RESIST . ..

E THE

BEAUTY
EFFICIENCY
& CONVENIENCE
OF AN

¥ . EZEE
. ¥ KITCHEN

There are at least 20 reasons why EZEE Kitchen Units are
bast. Don't equip your kitchen until you have seen an
EZEE KITCHEN.

See the Ezee Kitchens Display Van at the
Royal Highland Show at Dumfries.

If you cannot visit the Display Van write
for our brochure G. 19a and name of nearest
Distributor

EZEE KITCHENS LIMITED

34la SAUCHIEHALL STREET, GLASGOW
Telephone: DOUGLAS 4956

London Showrooms: 46 DAVIES ST., W.I.
Telephone: GROSYENOR 5068
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SCOTTISH HOME AND COUNTRY
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PrLisiEp MonrThiy 8y THE ScoTrisi WoMeN's Runar InsTITUTES
VOLUME XXX, NUMEBER 6,

Price Sixpence.  Yearey Susscmrrrion 7/6 (including postage)
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Right to Left:

Miss McKenzie,
Chairman.

Mrs. Gordon,
Treasurer,

Miss Young,

Vice-Chairman,

Mrs. Playfair,
Vice-Chairman,

Miss McKenzie, on assuming office, sends
this. message.

Dear Members,

I wish to take this oppertunity of thanking
the members of the SSW.R.I. who have
appointed me to this responsible position,
and I do rely very much on their support to
enable us to carry still further forward the
work of the Rural Institutes, This is now
established on a firm basis and spread all
over the country but new ideas are always
welcome, Let us have as many as we can.

Country people have their own particular
requirements, their own point of view, and
it is along those lines that we must continue
to plan for the future for the benefit of all
our members,

ALEXANDRA McKENZIE
¥

Right: Mrs. Kennedy passes on the Chair-
man’s Badge to Miss McKenzie. At our
request she, too, sends a message to members:

Dear Members, :

At the end of a very strenuous but intensely happy period as your Chairman, I have been asked to write a few _words of farewell
First of all I must wish the new Chairman, my very dear Miss McKenzie, every good wish for great happiness in her new work.

As to mysclf, what can I say from a very full heart? Regret and relief war and 1 d(_}n’t yet know which is the winner. l"h;: h.W.R.I.
is a very hard task-mistress and has kept me away from my home and my family, !ml it has also _hccn a lov:_ng_. most stimulating friend.
My period as Chairman was a period of reconstruction and I hope that the lines upon which we built will prove to have been
the right lines—we built as well as we knew how—but all human endeavours, alas! fall short of hut_'n:m idl.‘:‘lls. It is now up 1o you
to travel along those lines o a glowing future, never looking back, always looking forward and llayin_g a friendly, lldpfﬂl rfgnrd for
all your fellow passengers. Thank you all for so much help, so much friendliness and so much hospitality—Good Luck and Good-bye!

' SYLVIA KENNEDY,

201
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BENTRAL GOUNGIL MEETINGS

fl‘\i”.‘i year the Central Councl meetings
L -‘l‘lt"[!(-'|| with an air of expectancy. For
many months grear’ deliberations had taken
place in Insttutes and Federations over the
chotce of Centeal Counallors and, most 1m-
partant of all, pew Office-bedrers for the Central
Council. Nominations had been made and dis-
cussed and Central Councillors instructed a
who to vote for. Now the result of all t!
centrated study would become apparent.  The
eX pectancy, however, did not prevent the Cen-
tral Council from giving its fall atention to
the report of the retiring Chairman, for many of
the members were new and well aware that the
more knowledge they had of what had gone
bwfore the more able they would be to pick up
the threads. The teport, therefore, was adopted
after due consideration and Mrs, Kennedy then
announiced that the clection of Office-bearers
would take place. An unexpected problem now
presented itself because never before in the
history of the Movement had there been six
nominations for the office of Chairman. Pre
viously the greatest number had been two and
the result was paturally a complete majority.
w, however, with six names came the ques-
tion of whether a system of elimination should
be adopted.  Discussion brought the view, how-
ever, that until a Nationdl Conference decreed
therwise the ‘system ;!l'ﬂ‘\'iﬂll\lﬁ followed
should be adhered to, and voting then pro-
ceeded.. It was not long. before the rellers
returned with the result and Mrs. Kennedy
announced that Miss McKenzie of Aboyne,
Aberdeenshire, lad been elected Chairman.
With a few waorids of farewell and good wishes
‘5. Kennedy then handed over the badge of
: o Miss McKenzie, who has been one of
the Viee-Chairmen [or the past three years, and
comes to her important office with much
xperience and knowledge 1o stind her in good
wl. Next item was the clection of Vice-
Chairmen and again a seraight ballot was held,
and, when the results were announced, Mrs,
Playfair, Fife Federation, and Miss V. C.
Young, Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, who was
Convener of the Publications Committee during
her last term of office, now became Vice-
Chairmen of the Central Council. For the
affice of Treasurer Mrs. Gordon, Wigtown-
shire, was the sole nomineg, and everyone was
pleased that the financial problems were 1o
1ain in her capable hands.

ieredafter the Council settled down 1o the
routine business of reading the balance sheets
and financial reports and the reperts of the
Conveners of Compmittees. Such business ag
the next National Conference, the Highland
Show. the venue of the next Anstruther-Gray
Drama  Competition, and the reports of
S:W.R.L representatives on Commuttees of
other arganisations as well as the appointment

510

s Con

of new representatives had to be discussed. An
aofficidl réport of the business of the meeting
will bé given in the July issue,

The following ““News items,” however, we
hasten to pass on:—

Rural Transporr,—Perth and Kinross Federa
tion, disappointed in the reply received from
thie Ministry of Transport regarding the matter
of rural bus services; asked thar the mater

Commiltlee Conveners

Execurive anp Fixance Commitres
Miss McKenzie.
Mrs. Playfair, Miss Young.

Canvener - -
Viee-Canveners

Enveation CoMMITTEE AND INTERNATIONA]
Sus-CoMMITTEE

Convener Mrs. Playfair, Fife.
Viee-Convener-

Hanpicrarts CoMMITTEE

Miss Reid, Orkney.
Mrs. McMillan, Dumfries.

Convener
Viee-Canvener
Housewives COMMITTEE

Convener - -
Vice-Convencr-

Mrs. Ferguson, Aberdeen.
Mrs. Brand, Dumfrics,

Puniications CoMmiTTeE

Miss Young, Stewartry
Kirkeudbright.

Mrs, Russell, Ayrshire.

Canvener
Vrce-Canvencr-

Central
L'X-x!ﬂi\'il’l

As Chairman of
McKenzie s
Es

Coundil,

vener of the Finance Sub-Committee, and,

office-bearers, their photographs are given on
the previous page along with those of Mrs.
Playtair, Convener, Education Commirtee, and
Miss Young, Convener, Publications Committee,
Shown here are Mrs. Ferguson, Aberdeenshire

Housewives Convener, and, below, Miss Re
Orkney, Handicrafts Convener.

The following alteration to the list of Elected
Members af Central Council has been received

since 1ts publication in the May Magazine :
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright—Mrs, 'W.

Campbell has resigned on leaving the county
and her place on Central Council and the
Handicrafts Committee has been taken by Miss

AL C, AL Stewart, Kilmichael, Castle Douglas,

Mrs, Calder, Moray & Nairn

Miss
Convener of the
scutive and Finance Committee and of the
Chairman’s Advisory Commitiee, while Mrs.
Gordon, as Hon. Treasurer, is ex-officio Con-

he further discussed at the Central Coungl
meetings, The SOWIR.L having been invited
o send a representative to speak to a resolu
tvon on this subject at a conference of the
District Councls Association for Scotland, it
was suggested that Lady  Riddell-Webster
would be an excellent representative and it
was decided that she should go. with the
support of the whole organisaticn,
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Roval Highlund Show.—Av the Highland
Show in Dumfries in June the SW.R.L ¢ !-.llil-ir
Stew artry

Wigtownshire) will
usual display of crafts.

lumr' m--m'“.l I:'1, Damfries, the

of Kirkeudbright and
include, as well as th

Jemonstrations and sales table, a rvest and tea
room run by members. [ will
SW.R.T. members and friends accompanying
(hem:

World's Poultry (.'rJJ."\II'r'.x'.".—'l']!(' SW.RL
lias been asked to supply demonstrators to pre-
pure and conk t ional Scottish dishes at
e of the exhibitions being held in Edinburgh
during the World's I’:uuln\, Congress in \unmr
The Housewives Cammitice will make arrange-
uunrst.pr‘h: demonstrators.

an and New Zealand Represenfatives'
Visit.—Mrs. Watson (New Zealand) and Mrs.
Little (Australia) have now arnved in this
gountry and have started on their tour of the
English Institutes. They will reach Scoth ind
on 315t August and arrangements for their tour
af ‘n{;ﬂ and are how almost cormplete.

As many members will meet them later in the
year, we give these personal det ails: Mrs, Alice
M. Little, ih\ Australian, wasborn in St. Albans,
Victaria, won a scholarship for Melbourne T Tigh
Sehool and a Final Honours MLA. Degree at the
University. She taught in a school 1 for a short
time before marrying a farmer, and afterwards
learned singing and taught music. She now
lives at Bunyip, where her husband farms.  She
has theee children and she and her elder son
sudied Japanese and won prizes for essays in
that language and her daughter spent some
Gme in Japan te aching II‘L|]‘~}1 in a Japanese
High School before she married, Her hus-
band's family comes from Devon.

In addition to keeping the farm books, Mrs.
Little is interested in gardening and finds ime
for reading extensive l\' on agriculture, Maori
eraftwark, cte,, and has studied the status of the
Australian aboriginal. She joined the Country
Women's Association in nhh when a branch
was formed in Bunyip and has held various
offices. At present she is a member of the
Stare Handicrafts and Home Industries Com-
mittee. For ten years she has demonstrated the
following  crafrs- searing, baskets from
natural resources, and
Uyeing.

Mrs. T M. Watsan, Dominion Vice-President
of the Women's Division of the Federated
Parmers of New Zealand, was born in Nelson
and educated at Nelson Girls” College.  Aged
forty-five, she has lived in Southland since she
was married twenty-fve years ago, has two
sons and two daughters.  She has lived on a
far back country farm, and for the last twelve
years forty miles from Invercargill.  Mrs.
Watsan w rr:[L one of the 1'.1[11111!:_ cssays on
*My Rural Home” submitted to A.C W.W. and
she has also written historical arricles and con-
tributed a special page in the N.AC Country-
wonn. She has done some radio work both
locally and on National Discussion Panels.
She 1s interested in b indwaork and floral work,
and has given many demonstrations to branches
and r}uh» m mmcr maché work, floral decora
tions, speci: ;I.Nu r in displays of unusunl winter
decorations. Mrs. Watson is interested in
antiques and ceramics, about which she !1'1\
lectured in clubs and branches of the Women's
I]I!':\l.nn_

open L

-rush
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SCOTTISH HOMIE AND G

CENTRAL COUNCIL PARTY

Miss Winnifred Kydd was the speaker at
the evening party held in the North Britsh
Hotel for members of the Central Council,
and the story of her thousand mile rrip up
the Amazon gave mentbers a glimpse of
.slnr'y'-l.-sr k life. Miss Kvdd frst of all
described  the l|1]1ic:ii peculiarities of
the region she visited and soon most
of the members must have transported them-
selves from the lofty ballroom to the grear
river which drains 2 million square miles
of land and which has an island in its mouth
as large as the country of Denmark, but an
entrance so narrow that the acean-going vessel
in which she travelled seemed to scrape the
banks as ip went through the narrows

So dense is the vegetation in the surround-

iunn]r live only on
in wooden huts

ing countryside that the
the very banks of the river,
lifted in:,:]u out of the water on stilts so that
in the ramny when floods raise the
water for anything from 50 to 6o f:-c:, the
houses are still dry. Transportation is always
by boats; and these aré¢ made by simply
hollowing out a tree trunk. With ]‘lllllkllL.S-
fashioned like a palm leaf the local people (a
mixture of African, Portuguese and Indians)
sail up and down the waters in much the same
Wiy aswe wiould mlcv 4 bus to do the \'[I(J[.‘I!!in:’_
The first town she came to was Manaos, built as
the result of a rubber boom, which boasts that it
owns the first “pre-fab” opera house. They
bought in Britain a maghificent building which
taken down stone by stone, trans
ported to Manaos and erected in the aty.
Everything in Manaos has to be imported,
from grand pianos to Paristan clothes, but
despite its sophisticated air Miss Kydd found
it had its surprises. As one travelled on top
af a mamear there and looked out of the
window one would see huge vultures pacing
up and down the city streets or flying slowly
alongside. The citizens of Manaos treat their
vultures with respect for there was a time
when their depressing presence was resented
and they were banished. Then discase broke
out and spread and could not be controlled.
The vultures with their scavenging habits
which kept the city clean were of some tise
after all so they were brought back and now
have the freedom of Manaos and are regarded
with affection. Indeed’it sounded as if they
might be as precious as the sacred cows of
India!

So full of information was Miss Kydd's
talk that it is impossible to recount all the
interesting things she spoke of—the egrets
which flew up and down the Amazon,
bright splashes of colour against the dark
sreen of the jungle, the Brazil nuts which
arow in canon- -ball shape, the richness of
Brazil which is supposed to have deposits of
every known metal and gem, and finally
the monkeys—the tiny baby monkeys w hich
the sailors on the ship hrnlwht home, petting

sesOn

was

them and nursing them all the way. They
even had mintature beds and bedclothes for
them, and when the sun went down they
would tuck them up or cuddle them in their
arms to shelter them from the cold winds.

Another speaker gave members information
about the work of the Scotrish Association of
Girls' € lubs and appealed for help in the way
of demonstrators and instructors—assistance
which many S.W.R.L. members are well quali-
fied to _-__rj'.’v.

In all it was a most instructive evening and
when the votes of thanks weére over and the
sound of teacups announced that time for
relaxation had come, new members had an
|111PUFIII1'H[L- for meeting []l(]]' fellow council-
lors and previous members for hearing news
of former colleagues, As usual time seemed
all too short, and as at all good parties 1t was
difficult for everyone to part.

*

S.W.R.l. Tearoom al the
Highland “Show

It is well known that the Highland
Show held in Dumfries this vear,
and when it is opened in June, the “Rural
Stand." number 208, will be ready 1o welcome
members: and friends from all 'p:;rls of the
Globe. The Seerctary of the Committec
Writes :

“It wall be noticed that the stand is much
bigger than that of previous years. [Extra
space has been rented from theRoval Highland
and Agricultural Society, for the purpose of
making an SSW.R.L. tea and rest room where
members, wearing the badge, may bring a
friend along |1n|11:. as it were, to relax over a
cup of ten. The difficulty of obtaining a cup of
tea at the Highland has been long known, and
we in the counties of Dumfries, The Stewartry
and \“‘-‘._‘-’.“"“"“ have endeavoured to make
easter this year for our members. All the eat-
ables will be made by members.

“Part of the display stand will consist of
Handicrafts and Housewives demonstration
hooths. There will be four demonstrators at a
time, working continuously, and a list of sub-
jects and times can be seen at the stand. The
demonstrations will be varied and interesting,
from scone making to cake baking and from
spinning and weaving to china painting and
toy m: aking.

“Another part of the stand will be a Sales
Table where SW.R.I. Cookery Books and
literature of all kinds may be rrurdnsm You
may also wish to purchase some of the crafts
articles being demonstrated, or the inviting
looking sconcs, cakes, biscuits and pastries
which will be available.

“Do come and visit our stand: we bid you
welcome,”

now
is to be




THE LAIRD'S WIFE

Second Instalment of Our New Serial Story

By EMMA L. MENZIE

The story so far:

[ real Highlund welcome auwmis Torgun,
the newly-married latrd of Ranich, and his wife,
Heven, when they return [rom their honey-
nioon to make thetr home in the Castle of
Ranteh on the Island of Sonas. Both eastle and
state are sorely in need of attention after many
ri of negleet, and Torgon and Hyven Jiut
on the 1der ::_{ rr;,r;-{'rr,'r'uz-:' the castle nto
separate howuses. The man difficulty, they
.’a’.-:'.r.lf.;. wonld not be the rf.‘.l'{m.'.}:.r'hlt but :f‘l“.'}{i!‘),'_'g'
the vight kind of tenants.

HY“U know,” said Torquil happily, “it's
not going to be such a big job as I
gined to divide this place into flats."

He and Helen were going systematically
through the Castle, armed with notebooks and
pencils, planning how they could divide it up
with as little expense as possible.  As Torquil
had said at the beginning, the plumbing would
lie the most costly item, but, when they went
into the question more definitely, they found
that there really were a surprising number of
bathreoms and cloakrooms and housemaids’
pantries where water was laid on. These last
could be made into kitchenettes, and the cloak-
raoms would only need the addition of a bath
to.equip them fully.

“We'll keep the main building for ourselves,”
said Torquil, “That will mean dining-room,
drawing-room, library dewnstairs and four bed-
rooms upstairs with a bathroom."

“And I think there are about six rooms above
that again. T'd like to keep these too. For ong
thing, there's such a heavenly view up there
and T'd love to rig one up as 4 work-room for
myself with my sewing-machine and my type-
writer and my general feminine junk. Do you
not want a retreat up there o, Tor 2™ '

“I'd always be wandering into your work-
roomy” laughed the Laird. “As soon as I heard
your machine, I'd be strolling in to see what you
were making. No, I think I'had better stick to
the library and keep all my papers and do my
ting there.”
by this ime they were back in the drawing
room, a lovely room in spite of its faded cur-
tains dand worn carpet, for it had two grea
windaws, one looking souwth and the other
west across the blue waters of the Minch, and
to-night the sun was setting in a blaze of
sa that the room was Alled with a rosy and
solden glow which transhgured the shabbiness

ima
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of the old furniture and gave the room a
graudeur that could not have been bought with
iT'lan[')l'.

“There's no question about Daddy and
Mummy going into the gardener’s cottage,”
said Helen. “Isn’t it lovely that they're both so
delighted at the idea of coming to live up here?
I think Daddy's counting the days till his retire-
ment now, and he was rather dreading it
hefore.”

The cottage in question was built beside the
garden; in fact, its back wall was part of the
garden wall and, beside its back door, was a
wroughtiron gate leading in to the garden, so
that Mr. Reid would be beside his work. One
of the old lairds of Ranich had encouraged a
blacksmith on the island to try his hand at
something more ambitious thin just shocing
horses, and had himself drawn designs and
worked with the smith till at last they had, after
much trial and error, made six pates for the
Ranich garden. It was very beautiful to stand
in the garden and look through the lines and
curves of one of the gates to the bluc sea beyond
and many a time the present laird had wished
he could have painted a picture of that scene
with the colours of the garden fAowers in the
foreground and the blue horizon-at the back.

Torquil and Helen were determined that all
the new fats would be quite sclf-contained.
“We're much more likely to live peaceably
together with our tenants if we are all entirely
on own own," commented the Laird.

And so that night they planned their “hous
ing scheme.” The west wing of the Castle
hardly necded anything hut cutting off. It had
evidently been the quarters of the upper ser
vants, for there was a large sitting-room which
opened off the Castle kitchen. “That can
casily be blocked up” said Helen, writing in
her tiatebook under the heading “Joiner Work.”
That wing had its own bathroom and three
bedrooms. A fourth room would have to be
converted into a kitchen. That meant water
and a sink, so it was duly éntered under
“Plumber's Work.” Luckily there was a side
door in the Castle which led directly into the
west wing, so that was one house complege.
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They thought thar they would let tenants
provide their own cooking appliances, for some
would want paraflin stoves and some liquid-gas
cookers: Hot water would all come from the
Castle boiler as it already did. “*We can add
a bit to the rent to make up for the extra fuel
we use,” said Helen.

“Shyleck,"” said Torquil.

Underneath the main part of the Castle wisa
row of rooms, exactly alike, all entering off 2
long corridor which ran right across the build-
ing. They had evidently been maids’ bedrooms
in the days when the laird’s wife employed a
staff and did nothing but issue orders, There
were six stuch rooms with a somewhat old-
fashioned bathroom at the end of the corridor
and then a door leading out to the avenue
Although one had to go downstairs to get ©
these rooms, they were actually on a level with
the f:l\\-'n n |-rml1_ r:\’.'i:];_l‘ (8] lhc ;-.]u[\c 0!: the
land. 'Once again, all that was needed there
wasa kitchen with a sink, and a blocking-up of
the door which led into the Castle.

The east wing could be made into two Houses
The bitliard room of the Castle was at that end
and had a glass door. Beside it was a cloak
room which could easily have a bath added w
its present equipment. This would be the
smallest of all the flats. There was only one
bedroom, and a bit would need to be taken off
the huge billiard room to make a kirchen:
Above that there could be a rwo-flatted house
and, as one of the rooms.had a stone halcony,
'i't-r:]nll P['lr[)l.i'\'f'{l ['nLIli'in-.;_ an iron staircase up o
W80 as o naKe a separate cnirance. \]':'.i"
from that, iv didn’t need much, as there was, 1o
addition to a bathroom, a housemaid's paniry

with a sink in it which only needed a stoye 10
convert it into a tiny kitchen.

The lodge of the Castle was standing empty
but Torquil thought he would put 4 man inte
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it who could help Helen's fatlier with the
garden and do the stoking of the furnace of
the boiler 1n the “big house,”

“We'll need cataracts of hot water,” said
Helen. “When you think of it, there'll be five
lots of people all using it. We'll need to instal
asimply enormous botler.

“Talk abour counting your chickens before
they're hatched,” laughed Torquil. “Here we
are, counting our tenants before we've even got
houses to put them in,  You'll be tx llm;_ me next
how much we'll be getting in rents.

“Oh, T've that all settled alre ady. Daddy and
Muminy will pay for their cottage and then
we'll pay them for everything we get out of the
garden and sowill all the other tenants.™

“] can see your parents coining money while
Wwe \}‘JLI‘J(‘ every penny of our rents on fuel for
that mighty boiler,” said Torquil, and then he
adled, “Of course, actually, the main object of
allithis letting is not so much to make money
as 10 keep the Castle from going to wreck and
tfuin.

Sl said Helen, “we'd have no objection
to making a small profit as a sideline. Now
we'll have to think an alluring advertise
ment: ‘Romantic homes to let in the Hebrides.
Live here and feed your soul on Beauty.! How
would that doz"”

“My mind,” said Torquil, “is running along
much more prosaic lines. What T was thinking
about was F_:I]um]_min;_:. [ think we should have
the Achachlacher plumber out to have a look
atthe place and then, when he has all the L:t]l!ip—
ment ready, he and his mate could come and
They could
a0 home at the' week-ends. T'll ring him up
temorrow and hear what he says. By the way,
Helen Macdonald, da you know the time?”

Helen considered the matter.  “Perhaps
quarter to eleven,” she guessed.

“It is just going to strike twelve,” said Tor-
quil. “Those long West Highland nights are
most deceptive and, you an\' they have 5 fatal
effect on most people. 1 find my brain only
begins to function propetly after ten o'clock at
night, and the peaple of the place seem w be
just the same. Look,” and he pointed out of the
window, “there’s Murdo bringing in the cows
now to be milked. Even the cattle seem to
witken up late in the evening here.”

“I'm affected already,” confessed Helen, *1
tul I don’t want to wiste this da)’hﬂ'h' ﬁlt‘fp
mg I'm sure I could situp for hours yer.

“There’s another day coming,’” said Torquil.
"Toemorrow we'll need to order tons of dis-
temper and begin splashing itabout.”

stay here tll they get the job done.

W0 WEEKS LATER it was Callum's birthday and
Helen had invited the whole Munro family to
the Castle for the day. The minister and the
Laird had decided to make a holiday of it too,
and had departed early in the day with sand-
wiches and a Thermos and 4 pair of oars to
spend long enchanting hours fishing one of the
lochs on the estate. Thq. had given the boys
the chance to join them buat they had decided in
favour of a day on the sandy beach near the
Castle as sand was somewhat of a treat to them,
the shore near the Manse of Cuan being rather
rocky and wild. So there they were, this sunny
July day, the boys busy with forts and castles on
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the shore, while Deirdre rolled about on the
green machair with Sally and Helen stretched
beside her, both of them thankful for a whale
long blessed day with nothing to do. Sally had

a bag of darning with Iurmn she was ignoring
n, and Helen's knitting hadn't even been taken
out of its case. Deirdre was trying to pick the
tiny pansies which grew among the short grass
and Helen and bnllv lay at full length and talked
about anything and everything, as women do
when they have got rid of their men-folk, how
ever beloved thlm. men may be.

“Has the ]ﬂllmlwr finished yet?” enquired
Sally.

“1 think next week will see the end,” said
Helen. “It's been rather fun having him and
his mate in the house. The amount of island
..1]u that we've been told, and the derivations
of pldu‘ names, and the histories of families that
we've learned have been most entertaining. I'll
be quite sorry to see them depart. 'We'll miss
them atmeal times.”

“Lachic the plumber is quite
isn't he?" said Sally.

“Ye 5, and qlll[t_ at his case in any company,
safd Helen, “which makes him a very pl\ asant
gruest. One day he was up a very ]ng!\ adder
in the drawing-room getting at some pipe which
he seemed nm]y to h:‘ able to reach through a
hole in the u_ll.m, The Invercuans had called
and we were sitting talking at the window.
Sir Donald was telling me that they were with-
otit a henwife at the moment and that he had
tried to kill a chicken himself for that night's
supper and had been so horrified at the trans-
action that he had vowed they would never eat
chicken again till they got somebody to do the
horrid deed of slaughtering for them. Lady
Invercuan was inclined to be scornful of him
and we had all forgotten the existence of the
plumber up there on the high ladder, so we
rather jumped when a voice, presumably from
the sky, suddenly said, *T mind hne one day
when 1 was working at the Baptist Manse.! Sir
Donald looked up. ‘Oh, it's you, Lachie,” he
said. “Yes, yes; it's myself,’ said Lachie. ‘Twas
saying | miind fine that d: ty at the Baptist Manse,
and the minister, poor soul, was too tender-
hearted to be killing a hen and himself protmis-
ing the wife that he would have it plucked and
rt.ld\" for her when she would get back from
the v:ll.{u Can you kill a hen, Lachie?’ says
he. ‘Fine that," says 1, and dm\n I comes from
my ladder and pulls its neck and puts it in the
scullery for the minister to pluck, and back 1
gaes up the ladder to my work, but I was no
sooner started when out comes the minister in
i great state, the poor craitur. ‘Come down
quick, Lachie.” says he, and, without the word
of a lie, when 1 got down and went to the
-ﬂ.ul]cw there was the hen walking about, as
large as life and no word of having had its neck
pulhd, You'll not be believing me, Sir Donald,
but I'm telling you it took me, and the minister,
and the axe that himself would be using for
chop sing the wood for the fire, before we got
that hen Rilled and Herself was back from the
village long before the minister got it plucked—
indeed, we were just after umklrlr' the fatal
blow when Herself walked in' Sir Donald
roared with laughter. ‘Indeed, T wasn't
much betrer myself this morning,” Lachie, he
confessed.”

character,
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“Did it end in Lachie joining the tea-party ™
|-|u.L! Sally.

“That's’ just exactly what happened,” said
Helen. 1 went off to make the tea and, when
[ got back, Lachic was down the ladder dis-
muamw trout-fishing with Sir Donald. “You 'd
better have a mpor tea with us, Lachie,” I said,
and he sat down andskept the conversation go-
ing till at last he rook Sir Donald off with him
to see how neatly he had managed to fit a bath
into the downstairs cloakroom. When they
departed, Lady Invercuan said to me, ‘A ted
party like this could only take place on the
islands, It's what 1 lu\L about Sonas. We are
all interested in the same things. Donald will
be as happy as a sandboy eraw ling about your
parrets examining pipes and getung a lecture
From Lachie about the hot-water circulation and
he'll come back covered with cobwebs and say-
ing this has been the jolliest tea-party he's ever
beenmar' ™

“Isn't she 2" said Sally. “I remember
how kind she was when we got the children,
how she walked down to the Manse herself
with the pram for Deirdre.  She'll soon not be
needing: the pram,” she added as she: gave a
hand to the fat brown baby who was staggering
about on the soft grass with her bare feet and
then suddenly sitting down and having great
difficulry in getting up again unless she got a
helping hand from | 1L'ft'|'| or Sally.

A dedr?

The boys were coming up from the beach,
“It must be getting near luncl time,” said Sally.
“Only ||l11“:-'u— would make thém leave the
sand.” By this time they were both in bathing
pants; having been in and out of the water, and
in and out of the small boat which was xmkmn
the '.h}) “While 1 put out the food,”
said Helen, “perhaps you should put on your
|]m]:u. again. You might be cold with nothing
on.” Back they went to the rocks and were
dressed in two seconds, a kilt and a jersey don't
need much fixing, and then began the most
wonderful birthday lunch. There were all the
things that boys love—fizzy lemonade and ham
sandwiches dand, most wonderful of all, ice-
cream from Achachlacher, got in some miracu-
lous way by Helen, Ay it was Monday, Sally
had a shrewd suspicion that Lachie had brought
it when he started his week's work that morn-
ity at any rate, there it was—any amount of it
and then Sally produce d the birthd: ay cake
with eight candles an it and Callum’s name in
pink icing, so they put it in-a sheltered corner
and Callum was :s_!_i\'cn a box of matches and,
when all the eight candles were at last lit and
the match-box neacly empty, they all gathered
round and looked at it. They could hardly sce
the tiny flames in the bright sunshine. When
Callum blew the candles out, they ate chunks
of cake and wished him luck and Helen and
lly had a lovely cup of hot coffee and then
both they and Deirdre seitled down for an aftee-
noon nap while the boys, quite as full of energy
ds before in spite of now being distended by an
enormous meal, rushed down to the sea and the
sand and the boat.

beside

The girls were wakened by the postman. He
had scen the party from the road and had
brought the letters down to them instead of
leaving them at the Castle. He had to taste the
cake and drink Callum’s health in lemonade
before he went on his way and then Helen had




s. She opened one from her
d news that

a look at her let
mother first. It contained the
she and her husband hoped o arnive with all
their goods and .il'illLI( in ten days' time.
Tt |rq11|| 1ad sent them a plan of the cottage and
they had carefully measured all their furniture
and were only going to bring things w hich
would fit into the rooms: « They would have two
bedrooms and a sitting=room and a kitchen and
hathroom so they could unlv bring less than
half of their furniture, “but,” wrote Mr.\'. Reid,
“T think we will be able 1o make the cottage look
very hice with the things we have decided 1o
keep. The big furniture 1s to be sold to-morrow
and I'm afraid it will realise very little, bug, even
if 1t pays for the Riting, we will be quite
pleased.”

“T am spending to-morrow at the cottage with
Mrs. \1.u'&]n.|i'r':..,“ satd Helen., *She s very
skilly with a distemper brush and, as she finishes
each room; | can serub the Hoors and clean the
windows, 1 think we might be able to geu it
done in two {]'rll\h‘ but [!&’IIJ;[IH& it will take
three.”

"Have you got a man ta help in the garden
yer?" asked \.1”}’

“DOh, yes, did 1 not tell thar Murdo
Macquarrie has a friend, 'not a blood-relation,’
he explained to me, ‘but just :
just Anished his natonal service and can't make
a4 Tiving by going home to his father's eroft; so
heis willing to come, He's not married, but he
will live in the lodge and Mrs, Macquarric will
o0 in once a week and give the place a redd-up
and do his washing for him. He's sure to end
in getting married, but, meantime, that's the
arrangement, and Murdo'tells me he's a great
strong fellow and that's \.\]1 it the Castle 1_|.u~1u1
needs.  Did ever you see such a tangle of
groundsel and every other variety of weed?”

The next letter was from Torquil's sister,
who was married to a Londan doctor. Helen
read it aloud to Sally, who was as interested in
its contents as she was.

*Gilbert and 1 are thrilled to bits at the idea
of restoring the Castle, How I wish we could
take a flat and go up for all the holidays, but,
with fares the price they are, we couldn’t afford
to. come often cnough to make a perimanent
house worth while. We'll come as P.G.s once
a year if you and Torquil will have us.

!’l'lll

end’ who has

“I think I've got a possible tenant for the
small Hatin the C: mh_, though. T wasata party
the other day and met an old lady who wld me
that, in her youth, she used to .‘.[v:mi holidays at
Ranich Castle.. Her stories of the grandeur of
these days were quite incredible.  Sheds finding
life in London too expensive for her reduced
means and asked meto Aind out from you what
you proposc to charge as rent for the small fla.
She thinks Sonas would be a nice place to die
inl! Whether she has a maid or not, T don't
know. She certainly looked fir too frail to work
for herself and I imagine she is the kind who
will live on a cup of China tearand a thin slice
of bread and burter.  Anyhow, would you write
to her, Helen, and give her the ‘gen’ dbout the
billiard-room flat. She is an old aristocrat and
her wlk about life in her youth was most
catertaining.

“The ¢hildren come home from school next
\.\n'_'k l"\lll wce 1]{II|.| |H'f:|,u\5|_- 115 i1}f]i;'! l?l.li'h'('l'\" 5
on you this year. As a matter of fact, we are
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going to France, which actually costs less from
here than the journey to Sonas, and it helps the
children’s French too.  All the same,
and the children, and Gilbert, we'd far rather
to Ranich and, if you twe will be
angels and have us, we'll go next year when
you've had time 1o ger things.in order and be
more settled down.
“Much lave to you both,
“INancy.

as for me,

be IL_'HiJ]_L:

“P.8—Gilbert and 1 bhoth think an:_]ni|‘|'|;-'.-:
been:so lucky in his choice of a wife. T know
you are going to be very happy, for Torquil is
rather a dear 100,

“What a warm,
“She sounds nice.”

“She is," agreed Helen, *1 only met her at
our wedding, but she behaved then as if she'd
Known us all our lives and her hushand was juast
as nice asshe was. I'm glad they want to comc
and stay with us."

“What family have they 7
“What you have \:mr-\tH
boys and a girl. Fourteen, twelve, and ten—
Hugh, David, and E Ispeth. 1 haven't met them
yet but Torquil .a,i_\r\th(_\' are charming bairns."

friendly |L.|l1’_‘[',” said .‘"\.|||_\'.

'{\]u.l Sally,

" said Helen: “two

1T was a sLegpy and dred but happy party thar
Tarquil drove back to the Manse that night.
Helen stayed at home to fry thetr share of the
trout the men had caught. Both she and Sally
were all the better of l]mr long lazy day for
there were strenuous weeks .1]1\.“1 of them—
Sally's yust her ordinary everyday tasks of cook-
ing and washing and mending and dusting with
a little parish work thrown 'in just to make a
change, but Helen was working with head and
hand, planning and ordering, for, when the
plumbers had finished, there were the joiners
to consult with, and through it all there were
letters to answer from probable tenants; and
decisions to be made which might malke all the
difference ro their new little community.

“I hate leaving so much of this for you to do,
Sweetheart,” said Torquil, “but the farim work
must go on and I can’t leave the men.”

June,
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“Don't WOTTY about me, l|.:|']'!u_-_'__ It's fuunyl
it's making decisions that tires me more than
physical work and, in that, you can Iu'lr me
and you do. I'm so afraid we might land oy
selves with one tenant who would spoil the
whole spirit of the place. That's why I need
vour help so much, Isn't i1 wonderful that
we've never needed o advertise the flats-at all?
One person has told another H]li I think we're

going to get all four houses let

“I had a request to-day about letting a fifth
said Torquil. “When I was on the hill
after the sheep, | met an artist complete with
easel and canvas. Of course, we talked, and he
told me he had walked round the Castle and
had had a look at the old laundry and thought
it was charming and would suit him adnirably
as a studio.”

“Ohy Terquil, he couldn’t possibly live there,
Why, there ate four huge washing tubs in the
ane room and a stave for heating irons in the
other.”

“*He told me he had aone in and had a look
round. Fe had noticed rhat there was a stove

the tub room which evidently heated the
water and that, although there were no ‘mod.
in the way of sanitary arrangements; the
peace and quiet and of course the view had
infatvated him and the long and the short of it
was that he wanted to rent 1t from us and then
_'rr.u||i'|||'.' make it habitable.”

| I=IJ~ ’.'.”

cons.’

“hid you say he could |:.|\& it 7" asked Helen,

"k 1hn11-‘1n we'd better find out 2 lirde about
him first,” said Torquil. “He told me he is
staying at the Inn at Cuan, Mrs. Mactaggart
will be able to give us an opinion about him,
She uspally manages ta find out a good deal
about her guests. Tl run in and see her
to-marrow after 1 ot those sheep on to the
ferey” .

“I've thought of a new name for Ranich
Estate,'" said Helen. “Wge'll call it “The Wee
World." Let’s aim at having nobody unpleasant
among its inhabitants,”

(Ta fie contined)

Ceres’, Fife, drama team with the Prain Cup which they won at the Fife drama fnals
in Kirkcaldy with the play, *Sanctuary.”
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ederation and

very successtul series of

for advanced sewers

was held in Wick from 12th 1o It I, There were bath :ai'rr-r'nrmn

and evening classes for hve days, and mincteen members attended,

representing Bilbster, Gersay Keiss, Killimster, Latheron, Lybster, and
Staxigoe.

Miss Collie, Wormit, Dundee, was the demonstrator and members
were instructed in Jacobeun embroidery, English and lalian quilting,
and felr work. E e was mast enthusiastic and greatly appreciated
their instructor’s skill and patience

It is hoped that aclass on similar lines will, before very long, be run
tor interested members in the western half of the county.

SUTHERLAND

FEDERATION MEETING At the half-yearly mecting in Clyne on

roth April reports were read and
appeoved and officebearers for the next three years appointed as
follows: President—Mrs. Adam: Vice-Presidents—Mrs. Calder and
Mrs. Rutherford; Secretary—Miss Game; Treasurer—Mrs, Gibsons
Press Secretarv—Mrs. Bremner. The Helmsdale Handicrafts Show
and the Bulb ,“-;hr,;l\' were then discussed. In the afternoon there was a
talk on knitwear and some unusual designs and eolourings for the
overseas market were on view. Clyne members then p-m\'itictl
musical interlude and tea.

BANFFSHIRE

The one-day schools that have now become an
i'1|[n1rr'\=1= feature of this Federation's activities
are ['Ff?\lll’ very [NINH ir and beneficial. The latest one was held in
Keith and, as vswal, the morning was given over to cookery, the
demonstrators (Mrs. Anderson, Fintray, Miss Shaw, Arradoul, and
Miss Reid, Port-Gordon) s31‘-\\'in]_{ several cooked dishes and tea-time
dainties. In the afternoon Miss Reid, Hilton, demonstrated patch
work and Mrs. Christie, Fochabers, lampshades of erinothene and silk.

ONE-DAY SCHOOL

SHETLAND
YELL GROUP MEETING At Yell Group's spring meeting new
office-bearers  were  appointed;  Mrs,
Robertson, Burravoe, is President, Mrs. Guthrie, Mid Yell, Vice
President, and Miss 12, Laurenson, Burravoe, Secretary and Treasurer.

FIFE

JUDGES SCHOOL. A very successful Judges School was held in the

Girls' Club, I\,1LL,-.>.J}<.H: toth April, when Miss
Baxter and ‘Mrs. Hamilton-Meikle were the teachers. All of the
forty-six members who attended felt they had learned a grear deal about
the |1l\]"| of articles, including the Faults to look for and the correct
manner in which articles for Shows should be finished off. Ancedotes
from Miss Baxter’s and Mrs. Hamilton-Meikle's wide experience of
judging were both interesting and humorous, There were numerous
articles on show to illusieate the talks, Mrs. Playfair, Federation Presi-
dent, called for a hearty vote of thanks to both ladies, saying Fife
members were most fortunate in having members like them to whom
they could turn, and who could always give so much good advice and
||L:]|'|.

!

FEDERATION MEETING  Sixty-two Institutes of a possible sixty-

nine, including the new Institute of
Kinghorn, sent delegates vo this meeting and were welcomed by Mrs.
Playfair, Federation President. Group and committee rcpnr:w‘l were

ctivities

Arst re i Approved ; wd 1t was announced that a Bulb
F(|11\ \\nunllh held in the Adam Smith Hall in B

and sth March,

Eric Wh ( W
]m]g_-.-‘- S¢ W ] ted and it was reported
37 hrsts and 25 seconds in the ewives Tests.  Mrs
told how the Auchtermuchty C ol Yo g Farme
and she herself had ':'-.f-:.|.|..'.':‘r | i

Saturday. i
Coronation films—and the votes of thanks—comg

A talk nnd demonstration o

CUPAR GROUP Th Group held its spring meeting in Cupar, when
I]|r.|m=||.|!;l-r'u:*:ilwunui COUNLT ing wa
by Forgan W.R.1. Mrs. Crawford, Balmerino, was ¢l
EAST FIFE GROUP This ¢ sroup's mecting at Elie was well attended
when Miss Stevenson of Atholl Crescent spoke
about judging at Shows. Her hints and basic recipes were much
,|]J|)r{.Li.|lL<|. Mirs. \J"'|--Iu'| e, was clected .\.l-.':'.,l..u\'. Mrs,
Purvis, President, asked for arti | o in the ;
swell the exhibition being put on at the annual East Fife Show at Elie.
Elie were hostesses: >

;
household 1o

HOWE OF FIFE GROUP This Group met in Dunshalt F
Mrs. Black,

(umin:l'l[iun and Mrs. Braidwood demonstrated bazaar articl

had many beautiful articles to show. Mrs e was

President with Mys, Hutton Vice-Pre ' .,.||\ |r| sttt

through the entertainment, and Jrr- was

Home.

LOMOND GROUP There was a good attendance at the Lomond
Group meeting when Mrs, Turcan gave

Murdoch:

helpful demonstration an making loose covers.

MID-FIFE GROUP Mid-Fife Group met in Burntisland when Binn-
end were hostesses and gave the entertainment,

whilst a film by Brin Railwavs was much enjoyed.  Miss June

Henderson was

WES here 'was a large turnout of members in the

Initas Hall, Dunfermline, for West Fife

Group's meeting when Torryburn arranged the entertainment. T

were helped by friends from Dunfermline, including members

PDunfermline Dramatic Society who staged an am play., Com

petiions were for an April Fool Hat and an April Fool Cake.  After

wards the entrants pa IL'(] the Hall with their “models.”  Country

dancing rounded off 4 very happy ¢ !

The business part of the met included an

Hamilton-Meikle for their full ~H|||"r:' for the Show beir

Group in the Carnegie Trust P avilion in Dunfermling G |"

WEre 1L'.\'|"I",_"-\['l1 fnr. the continuéd T I_;\ of the Trus

Group the usc of their Pavilion.

PERTH AND KINROSS
ATHOLL GROUP Atholl Group's spring meeting was held at
Pitlochry and their gue \F speaker was Mrs, Emina
L. Menzies from Tobermory l.ll].]]-ll of our current serial story), who
described her “Fortnight as a Film Star™ when she played in “I Know

A crystal bow| was presented to Mrs, G, Wemyss,

where I'm Going.”
to the Group, and

the retiring Secretary, in appreciation of her services

there was excellent tea and entértainment by Pitlochry rnembers.




208 SCOTTISH HOME

STIRLING AND WEST PERTHSHIRE
FEDERATION MEETING St. Steven’s Church Hall, Falkirk, had
been beaunifully decorated with tulips
and daffodils by Greenhill members when 250 delegates arrived at the
Federation Meeting on 24th April, Mrs. Innes, President, congratu-
lated the Drama Teams that had competed in the Kippen Festival,
especially the winners, Buchlyvie, and the runnersap, Blair Drum
mond, and she thanked all the members who had helped with the
Dairy Show stand in Glasgow. She thet introduced Mr. Adam Lennox,
musical director of Stirling and Bridge of Allan Operatic Society, who
spoke about many aspects of choirs—their history and how to form and
train them. Afterwards he criticised their community singing. A
pantornime, “Jack the Lady-killer,” and tea were provided for the 250
by f:r:-:'nhi]l members, whe were warmly thanked for all their hard
WOTK.

EAST LOTHIAN
JOINT GUILDS OUTING  Sixty members of the Joint Guilds spent
an interesting afternoon being shown
over a knitwear factory, after which they had tea with the dircctors.

ROXBURGHSHIRE

FEDERATION MEETING Mrs. Thomson, President, opened the

meeting in Kelso on st May with 2
review of the Federation's activitics since the last meeting.. She thanked
Mrs. Sommerville for the gift of a cup for inter-Institute competition
and Lady Fairfax-Lucy for the handworked tablecloth that realised
453 for Federation funds. Reports of past activities were then read
and congratulations were extended to St. Boswells on winning first
place at the Federation Drama Festival in Kelso and to Minto on being
invited to compete at Pitlochry,

Mr. Whitehead, County Musical Director, then spoke about the
advisability of forming a Federation Choir and, as the idea was enthusi-
astically reccived by members present, a committee was formed to set
the project going. It was also decided to hold a School of Procedure
in the autumn. Central Council Badges were presented to the two
new councillors, Mrs. Courtney-Clarke and Mrs, Anderson.

WEST LOTHIAN

Every Institute in the Federation was represented

when 360 members descended upon Bathgate for
their annual rally. Their many guests included Mrs. Playfair, President
of Fife, and Miss Smith, President of Midlothian, Mrs. McDowell,
President of West Lothian, reviewed some of the Federation's recent
activities then Mrs. Playfair spoke about her visit to Canada as an
ACW.W. delegate, describing, among other things, the work of
A.CW.W. and UN.E.5.C.O. and the 4 H Club, which s the equivalent
of the Young Farmers.

Miss Smith then described some of the activitics of her Federation
and recalled the days when West and Midlothian were one and how
West Lothian had grown tll it was able to form a separate Federation.

A presentation was made to the retiring President, Mrs. Chalmers,
in appreciation of her services, and she in turn said she hoped that
Mrs. McDowell would enjoy her term of office as much as she had.
After tea, entertainment wis provided by Winchburgh's Drama Team
and Uphall Station’s Choir,

ISLE ©OF BUTE

FEDERATION MEETING At the Federation’s spring meeting

arrangements were made for the even
ing’s entertainment to be given in Kyles Hydro for the Australian
visitors. A suggestion from the Handiwives Guild that they should
hold a Federation Show in April, 1956, was enthusiastically reccived
and preliminary arrangements were made. Mrs, Buchanan, the Presi-
dent, welcomed their new Central Councillor, Mrs. Mcllwraith, and
congratulated Ballianlay on winning the W.R.I, Class at the local
S.C.D.A. Festival.

ANNUAL RALLY

DUMFRIESSHIRE
DRAMA FESTIVAL Holywood in Dumfriesshire is a far cry from
its American name-sake but if, too, can boast
its acting talent, for it was to Holywood W.R.L that Miss Scott, Brown-
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hall, presented her cup at the close of the two-night Drama Festival
held in the Academy Hall. Mr. Callum Mill, the adjudicator, in ¢on-
gratulating the winners, said there were periods of real theatre in their
performance when he, seasoned adjudicator though he was, laid down
his pencil and sat enthralled. Their play, which, he said, required
a lot of imagination both in production and presentation, was “While
there is Time" and their producer was Miss Flazel Burt.  The runners-
up were Thornhill in “Breaking-Point.”

These finals were the culmination of various Group rallies at all of
which Mr. Milne of Dumfries had adjudicated; the six teams with the
highest marks had gone forward to the finals. Tt was interesung that
they had all chosen drama with scarcely 4 comic note and Mr. Mill
said the choice of plays had been good and acting and presentation of a
higher standard than in previous years.

Much credit for the success of the Festival was due to Mrs. McMurdo,
Drama Convener, and Mrs. Brand who attended to its hnancial and
secretarial side.

STEWARTRY OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT

FEDERATION MEETING Miss Young presided over a well-

attended meeting at which all forty-eight
Institutes were represented.  The report of the Music Festival showed
a small deficit, but it had been a great success otherwise, and it was
hoped that interest would spread and some new choirs would be formed
betore next year. Mr. Ladds, County Music Director, and Mr. Barr, the
adjudicator, both thought the Festival the best so far and that the
choirs were improving steadily. The Bulb Show report showed a small
credit; the judges said the standard of work was very high and Insti-
tutes would be given individual eriticisms at the next Handicrafts and
Housewives meeting,

After much discussion it was voted that the Community work should
continue as a yearly contest. Miss Young then expressed the Federa-
tion's gratitude to the membets who had entertained the colonial
students during their tour of Scotland; they had had a letter of thanks
from the International Sub-Committee and Mrs. Hewat had received
a letter from one of the students. Arrangements for the Highland
Show were discussed and stewards, demonstrators and tea-helpers
appointed. A small presentation was made to Mrs. Picken in apprecia-
tion of all she had done for the Federation while President, and the
meeting closed with votes of thanks to Miss Young.

CRAFTS VAN TOUR

The ff!“u'.'.'illg report of the present Crafts Van Toup has been received
from Miss Thomson : —

“The S.W.R.I. Crafts Van set off on its travels again on-2gth March,
heading this tme for Argyll, Mull, Islay and Jura, The first formight
was spent in Mull, where classes were held in five centres, each centre
being visited twice. The subjects covered were weaving, quilting,
free embroidery on ginghams, and smocking and the results were most
encouraging. In one quilting group exceptional progress was made,

“In Argyll, demonstrations have been held in thirteen places. The
meeting here took the form of a demonstration of the craft chasen,
followed by questions, and then a talk showing samples of various
other crafts which were of interest to the Group. This was found to
be most useful, as there are always some whose interest is not necessarily
in' the craft chosen. The Institutes were always keenly interested, and
the groups varied from quite small single Institutes to large groups
where two or more had joined together. The accommodation for
meetings has always been very good, and we have had occasion to bless
the Hydro Electric Scheme for the good light almost everywhere.

“There have so far been only two meetings in Islay, but the members
are interested and promising students. They have swarted to do either
gingham embroidery, drawn fabric stitches or smocking and hope to
have got some work done before our nexr visit.”

Miss Thomson asks us to remind members 1o bring their specs. as
she 15 always having to lend hers out!

S
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MATERIALS REQUIRED ¢
Coats Chain Mercer-Crochet No. 10.
12 (12)(r3) balls White.
g small pear] Buttons,
1 pair each Milwards “Phantom™
Needles No. 13 and 14.

Knitting

TENsION : —
g %% sts. toor inch, measured over stocking-
stitch.
MEASUREMENTS : —
Bust 34 (3fJ)L,Hnn
Length 20 10,
ABBREVIATIONS : —

K., knit; p., purl; sts;,
together; yen., “yarn
yiwd., yarn forward;
pass the slip st. over.

stitches; tog.,
round needle;

slip; psso.,

BACK

Using No. 14 ruc-_lh_\ cast on 128 (132) (136)
sts, Workink. 1, p. 1, rib bing for 4in. Change
0 No. 13 mu!k s. Work in stocking stitch,
increasing at each end of 5th (5th) (3rd) row and
af every following 6th (5th) (4th) row until 162

(172) (182) sts. are on needle, followed by 19 (20)
(_v_.;} rows straight.

Caston 4 sts. at the beginning of the next two
rows, then increase at each end of 5th row and
of ¢évery following 6th row until 184 (194) (204)
sts. are on needle, followed bys clrﬂbhi TOWS,

Next Row. K. twice into first st., k. 94 (99)
(104) sts., turn, Leave the sts. for left shoulder
on spare needle. Work straight on the right
shoulder for 3 rows,

Next Row. K. w the last g sts.,

)

Next Row. .2, caston 2; p. toend.

Increase at armhole on next row and on
following 6th row, then work g rows straight,
during which a sccond buttonhole is worked
8/(10) (10) clear rows above prev ious hole. Cast
off 5 sts. at the beginning of the next row and
of following 3 (4) (5) alternate rows, and 15 sts.
at hvmnnlnw of following 3 alternate rows.
Then decrease at shoulder edge on following
5 rows; at same time working 3rd and 4th
buttonholes at regular intervals: Cast off.

Return to sts. left on spare needle.
colton at centre back, then cast on 6 &ts,
ll]l'_g r]lr!'.-

cast off 2,

Join
Work-

extra sts, in garter stitch to top, in

!

Insiructions for
Knitting it in
Three Sizes

crease it sleeve edge on next row and on follow-
ing 6th and 12th rows. Work 10 rows straight.
Cast off 5 sts, at the beginning of the next row
and of following 3 (4) (5) alternate rows, 15 sts.
at beginning of next 3 alternate rows, then
deerease at shoulder ot next 5 rows.  Cast off.

FRONT

Woark as for back untl 12 rows of stocking
stitch have been completed, and 132 (136) (142)
sts, arc on needle,

Nexr Row. K.
k. 65 (67) (70) sts.

Leave the sts. for left front on a spare needle.
** Increase at side seam as given for back, whilst
decreasing at neck edge every 4th and s5th rows.
Qontinue in this way until 8g (go) (g1) rows of
stocking stitch have been worked and 48 (53)
(6io) sts. are left on needle. ** Work next 20 (21)
{30) rows straight at side scam whilst continu-
ing decreases at regular intervals at neck edge
(these shapings being continued to top of
SifL_'[[U"J.

Cast off 4 sts. at the beginning of the next
row, Increase at sleeve edge on 5th row and
every following 6th row until 1o increases have
been made at sleeve edge followed by 1o rows
with no shaping at sleeve.

Cast off 5 sts. at beginning of the next row
and of following 2 (3) (4) alternate rows, Work
1 row, cast off remaining sts.

Return to sts. left on spare needle.
for hirst front from **® to **.

65 (67) (70) sts., cast off z,

Work as

'.!i_ry

Work next 1g (20) [,zz,l rows straight at side
seam, while working deereases at I-rLL at regu-
larintervals. Caston 4 sts. at beginning of next
Inecrease at sleeve every fith row until 10
increases have been made sleeve edge, fal-
lowed by g rows with FHI‘»IIJ]\HI r 4t sleeve.

Cast off 5 sts. at ginning of the next row
and of following 2 (3) (4) alternate rows. Work
i row. Castoff,

row,

YOKE

Using No. 13 needles, caston 352 sts.

Commencing with a k. row, work 11 rows
stocking stitch. 1

12th Row. * P, 1,yrn,, p. 2 tog:; repeat krom
* tolast st., p. 1.

Commencing with a k. row,
more in stocking stitch.

2sth Row. K. 170, (sl1
(k.2 tog.) 3 times, K. 170.

~6¢h Rotw and every alternate Row. P

anth Row. K. 167, (sl. 1, k. 1, psso.) 3 times,
(k. 2 tog.) 3 times, k. 167,

aqeh Row. K. 2 tog., k. 162, (sl 1, k. 1, psso.)
3 times, (k. 2 tog.) 3 times, k.162,k.210g.

st Rote. K. 160, (sl. 1, k. 1, psso.) 3 umes,
(k.ztog)3 times, k. 16o.

Continue in this way decreasing 6 times at
centre of work every k. row, also decreasing 1
st. at each end of needle every 6th row until
202 sis. ru.u:u on nee l”l\ [ rnlmu ana k. row.
Place this piece of knitting an one side, :

Using a second ball of catton and No. 13
Iu‘r_‘”l'i.

work 12 rows

1, Pss0.) 3 Himes,
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2nd Row. K.

ard Row. 1.

ath Roar. * K. 1,
* tolast st k. 1.

sith Row. P.

Oth Rowr. K.

.,'1'."! Row. P. 1

8¢h Raew. Place spare double-pointed needle
throush every st of cast-on row. Holding this
needle behind the left-hand needle of 8th row,
* k. a'st, From eac h :I'l'.'-'.{”l' 1.(-:_‘_:.'E|'ltj1". repeat trom
* across row, so that a hem is formed,

Return to fabric for yoke and holding needle
with 2g2 picot plear sts. behind left-hand needle
ol ._'1:1'1'-:|||- row, . a st from each m't'l.].'ll:. repeat-
ing this acrose row, until 4l sts. are worked off
and the pleat is incorporated into yoke, Con-

tinue decreasing as before, 6 1ime

viwd, k. 2 tog.; reprat from

at centre of
every k- row and at each end of s5th row and of
every following 6th row untl 226 sts, remain,
cnding on ak. row. Lay yoke aside, then make
H'.E!.I.I':I‘I‘" picot pleat as before but this time on
sts.  When hem s completed, incorporate
pleat into yoke an next row, which will be

a . FOW.
Continue decreasing O times AU centie every

k. row and at each end of next row and of every

following 4th row until there are 148 sts. left,

SOOTTESH oM E AND Gl

Next Row, K. 14, cast oft 14, k. 40, L'-» 1T,
k. 1, psso.) 3 umes, (k. 2 tog.) 3 times, k. 40,
cast off 14, k. 14,

Leavihg groups of 14 and 86 sts, on sparc
Ih‘(:ﬁi'_ \\'.i.ll'L'. in stockir 3 stitch on' sts, for !i]_,"hi
shoulder decreasing ar neck only every row
antil all sts. are worked off.

Return to second gronp of 14 sts.  Join cotton
at end of cast-off sts. Working in stocking
stitch, decrease at neck edge every row until all
sts. are worked off.

Return to 86 sts., joining cotton with p. sid
of fabric toward you.

Neat Row. P

Next Row. K. to within 6 sts. of centre,
(sl. 1, k. 1, psso.) 3 tumes, (k. 2 tog.) 3 times,
k. toend.

Repeat the last 2 rows unnl 8 sts, remain.
Break off cotton leaving a long encl.

Thread corton end through the remaining sts.
and draw up, fastening off securely.

COLLAR

Thisis worked in two halves,

Using No, 13 Ilt-:tut'r»_, cast on G2 (64) (60) sts.
Working in stocking stitch, increase at begin
ning of every row until collar measures 3 in.
deep, ending with a p. row. Work 1 row p-to
form a ridge. Commencing with a p. row,
continue in stocking stitch, decreasing at begin:
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ning of every row until only 62 (64) (66) sts. are
left. Cast off.
Work a second half collar to match.

TO COMPLETE

Press work with a hot iron and damp doth.
Turn up hem at outer edge of yoke, then sew
corresponding edges of fronts to this same hem
row, so that outer pleat falls over main part of
front.

Join shoulder seams. Fold each half-collas
lengthwise, night side inwards, and sew across
ends. Turn inside out and sew collar 1o neck
eddges, allowing ends of each half to meet at
centre front or back. Sew down placker at
back. Pressagan.

CUFFS

With' right side of fabric toward you and
using No. 13 needles, pick up 106 sts, along onc
sleeve edge.

Commencing with a p. row, work 17 rows
stocking stitch.

Next Rore. * K. 1, ybwd., ko 2 wog.; repent
from * to last st., k. 1.

Commencing with a p. row, work 17 rows
more. Castoff. Work second cuff in same way.

Join side seams, then turn hem at cuffs.  Press
again. Turn back picot cuffs and slip-stitch
down. Add 4 buttens at back opéning and 5
down centre front.

Work 1 row p

Caver :

The Hooded Crow

]:{t WOKS and carrion-crows may be diffhicult to distinguish—even if,
r like us, you were brought up in the knowledge that if you see two
rooks they are crows and if you see a crowd of crows they are rooks—
but the Hooded Crow, handsome archvillain of the hird world, is
certainly unmistakable. Tts ash-grey mantle and underparts contrast
with black wings, head and il in an unosval yet pleasing colour
scheme

Our Front

In Brituin the Hoodie's country is, roughly, north of a line running

through Dunoon, Aberfoyle and Criefl (our phatograph is of Loch
Katrine); crows south of that ling; in the Scottish lowlands and in
England, are carrion-crows; and the Hoodie will only be seen there in
winter when crows of both kinds move southwards. There are very
few records of Hoodies breeding much south of the line, but the two
crows are so alike in structure and habit (only colouring and range
distinguish them) that they frequently interbreed where their ranges
overlap, produting crows whose colouring may be true carrion, true
Hoodie or.any kind of mixture of the two.

Like others of the crow family, the Hoodie is lamentably broad-
minded about foed; it will ear-almost anything that is edible, especially
carrion of all kinds, small animals such as rats, rabbits and even lambs
in hard times, fish, great l!ll‘nllili ss of egrs and young birds (including
pouliry and game-birds), molluses, frogs, insects, worms, grain, roots
and fruit. Hard-shelled foods like molluscs and nuts it will sometimes
break by dropping them from a height. The grey pirate’s most horrible
characteristic, however, is no doubt its taste for sheep’s eyes—and some
times the Cyes ul- .\|1n-p I |1;l| .'t1'4.‘u1ﬂ:( &I.i!'tllg or on their ]I.luL\. nol dead.

The Hoodie's normal note is the famihar cawing of crows, but in
March and April it may sometimes produce the comparatively musical
motor-horn booming that is apparently the language of paired crows,
Unlike the rook, it 1s not normally & gregarious bird, although it will
sometimes join a Hock of rooks for feeding or even nesting. Favouriic
sites for its usually solitary nest of sticks, heather, twigs and seaweed
stems, are mountain trees, often overhanging gullies, or cliffs by the
sea. Where such sites are not available, it may choose a4 steep bank or
even level ground, and a few bones may be built into a nest if rwigs are
scarce.  The eggsarce laid in April and the youngare on the wing in late
May or eatly June. The young family on our front cover were fed
entirely on worms, beetles and insects, picked up from a closely-grazed
field.

It is not surprising, then, that everyman’s hand—the gamckeeper’s
and the poultry-farmer’s above all—is against the Hooded Crow.
Even the tolerant bird-warchers, though they may admire its cunning
and its rather sinister good-loaks, are well aware that smaller birds are
often much too scarce in Hoodie country. It is,in fact, fairly generally
agreed: thar we have far too many Hoodies for the good either of our
agriculture or of our other wild birds, Despite constant shootings
and ftrappings, however, the crey-backed robber scems to thrive
undiminished.
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It is almost two years since the SSW.RULL
wis asked by the Y W.CA, Tropical Com-
munity Development Centre in London if it
would arrange a fortnight's our for five
overseas students who were anXious too see
sumething of rural Scotland; and the task of
entertaiming  the party was undertaken by
Federations in the South of Scotland. Difh
culties arose at the London end and one summor
passed wiathout the scheme maturing, This
year, however, all the plans came to fruition,
and at the beginning of April the five students
came North.

Iere was Hazel from Barbados, Marianiic
and Katherine from Uganda, and Emily, a
Kikuyu from Kenya, wha was married and
had left her children with her mother. The
ffth member of the party was Miss Meery,
a missionary home from India on forlough
for the frst time for twenty years, Miss
Chapman of the Y.W.CA. acted as guoide,
philosopher and leader. In the photograph
abave Miss Chapiman (fefe) potsts out their route
WA tap.

The tour was so arranged that they could
visit the Stewartry, Dumfries, Avrshire and
the Lothians, before returning South.
Travelling by bus from London, they were
met in Dumfries by the Federation Secretary
who had arranged hotel accommodation  for
them.  Although they were living in Dum:
fries, Stewirtry members were their hostesses
for the first two days, and after a short rest
they sev off for Kirkcudbright where Miss
Meikle, Mrs, Anderson dnd  Miss Hogy
welcomed them and revived them with lunch
after their long journey. The first visit was
10 Mr. Jeffs who demonstrated weaving to
them, Then they were taken to Broughton
House and finally the powdered milk factory,
By this time they were again in need of sus
itnance which came in the shape of high tea
at Torrs, and while there they had a tour

st oMl

round the farm.  The sccond day was arranged
by Mrs. Kelly, Barncleugh, who, with Mss.
Hewat, the Federation Press Sccretar
them in Dumines, took them to Barpe
for lonch, and showed them
farm there, They were fascinated by all
they saw—<calves, chickens, lambs, and daffo
dils, From there they went over the hills
to Newwon Stewart and the Cree Mills where
they watched handloom weaving, and bought
scarves before setting off for tea at Gatrchouse
and another visit to Barncleugh to watch tele-
vision. When they returned ro Dumfries in
the evening they were all tired but happy.
Dumfries Federation took over again on
the }..”rm'mg day and Mrs. McCrae, Dum-
friesshire’s Press Secrctary, writes that mems-
bers of the Federation Executive Committee
spent three delightful days with them. On
the first forenoon they went to Lochmaben,
accompanied by Mrs. Halliday, Mrs, Cock-
burn and Miss Andrew. They saw the school
meals centre and later watched the children
at work e tl

VLD

classes, As one of the students
was taking domestic scienee training in this
country antl two others were teachers, these
visits would be of special interest, After
lunch they were joined by Mrs. MeCrae who
took them to the Carnation Milk Factory, to
tea in 4 “prefab,” and then on to an exhi-
bition of National and Highland Dancing.
Saturday's arrangements were made by Mrs,
MeMillan, who cntertained them for the fore-
noon at her home and then with a visit to
the radar station ar Wanlockhead, After
attending various churches on Sunday they
had lunch with Mrs. Mackie and thereafter
the party divided: one lot visited Mrs. Muir-
head at Moffat and the other Mrs. Thomson
at Hayknowes, This party went on to
Gretna. Green where the exhibits amused
them greatly.  The next day they were given
a good send-off as they set out for Auchen-
cruive and a fiveday course there,

3 e
Photo by courtesy of the " Galloway News"

Av the end of their visiv they went tothe
Lothians, drriving in West Lothian on
Saturday, roth April.  They were met by
Mrs. Nisbet and Miss Horsburgh, Secretary
of Bathgate Young Farmers' Club, The
programme here included the inspection of
the Farm of Hildustan, where they also saw
samples of marquetry, tatting, nylon flower
posies and rufted wool cushions (the work
of Westheld “help each other™ class). Next
they visited Mr. Nichel's modern poultry
farm and were amazed to hear it had been
started with 100 day-old chicks. Travelling
by way of Bangour annexe w Kpocke Hill
ane Cairnpaple they saw the old Roman Fort
and graves there and also wisited Torphichen
Preceptory, the resting place of The Knights
of St, ]c:hl!_

The last stop was in Edinburgh where
Midlothian arranged lunch and a
tea-party for them in the Scottish Women's
Lyceum Club. Specimens of émbroideries
and other kinds of needlework were shown

I Each visitor gave

members

by the Handicrafts Guild.
a short aceount of her careet and Miss Metry
told of her missionary work in India.

When it was all over Miss Hazel Clarke,
Barbados, thanked their hostesses and said
they would all leave a part of their hearts in
Scotlind as they lmd been  received jnn':
Scottish homes, shown over farms, become
friends with: Scottish children and had been
treated with the utmost kindness everywhere,

One of l]ll_‘ [MOST ‘.\il[‘l\fiilfl’”!'f,' results. of ]l1i5
tour 1s that the hostesses seemed to have
enjoyed the students' visit every bit as much
as they did.

The Press Secretary of Kirkcudbright ends
her report with this thought: “We hope the
Rurals have been able to make the students
feel thar while learning things to teach' to
their own communities and help their own
countries, they have also made friends in
Scotland.”
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June i the rden' is a tune of

sUumnmer

ransition fr
Howering plants. “The fléeting light s of spring. gre
gradually d'to the decper greens of summer, The attention
of the _EL‘TLE\"HL'I' 15 diverted from the flowering trees and sl
spring bulbs and rock plants, which' are at th
| :
']"ht'r";- 15 also the L']J:tTl-_[t:
bedding, and this worl
the first weeks of June,
Early June is the best time to
It 1s oft

n the spring to the
3 &

‘ubs,
ith during the
wden and the s horder.
¢ spring bedding to the
¢ will f..‘l'l"!!]!l\"ll.'"_' arateuy -‘-__;.-u'=lv|;-. r

previous months, to the rose

Qm

Yime;s
during

lant the summer bedding ||!.|‘||_\_

nowell on in May before the walllower is past its best, and
waste to lift it too carly, many bedding plants such as
and Hehotrope are te

neer it 3s advisable
subjects until carly June when the
very slight,

hints on the i
and the planting out of beddi plants,  After lifting wallilower,
OVEer As wallllower takes a4 great deal
; ve the bed a g ugh soaking, Leave
for a day to allow the surplus water to drain away, After this,
firm the soil with the fee a light dressing of compound
fertiliser dnd rake it well 3

Mark out the bed carefiill

to leave
dang

sl

Now for a few pract eparation of the ground

myosotis, &c, dig the

of moisture our of the

'”:—'. '.!|:' |I\Li
plant.
ive the

i-uL watering should not be

Wwiore oo 1 L
LOHE {{ll]lll\l.l_.l'lh

15 dry

trowel and plant firmly. If the
spray aver m the evening

o

the bed was thorou

To obtain a massed effect fairly close 11|.rn Ing 1§ necessar
following are the planting distas
bedding p!.mls.

hr:dL.mL Dahlias, 12 to is
mediate Antirrhinums, 10 ins
10 ins.; Verbena, 10 ins.:
Ageratum, 5 ins.

I'o abtain an effective display, beds of Antirchinums, Dahlias. &c
should be I:_ll\L' | with some of the dwarf bedding plants. Th
should be a colour contrast between the main ]l.cl.li.ilz“ an(] the
edging, e.g., Geranium Paul Crampel edged with elia and
Alyssum, Pink Antirrhinurms w!nrm] \\i"1- -1'.-L1mi| Blue Ball;
Calceolaria edged with Labelia C: erbena Loveliness
edged with Tagetes Si cna I,.I\n nce Johnstone
edged with Pyrethrum (;ulum 1-1-_1t|1u-.'.

'].)urlrw the summer hoe the beds fr equently, remove
s from Dahlia and Geranium plants, and if
¥ dr 'y L‘l\ the hl.[!“ a "umi ﬁt'r"p]\].u_.

Before the scent of !|]L‘ WallHower has cleared from the air it is
ume to think of the spring bedding for the following
Forget-me-not and Wallfl: wer should be sown early in June,
a seedbed on fertile soil which is rich in lime, as Wallflower ie a
lime- lmmw plant. A week before seed sOwing
dressing of Sup I]I]hln]llhllt at the ra
seed '|Jm ¥ in rows o inchés apart and
the work has been con npleted,

faveurite a dust-

wire netting 4s it is a tav :
Soaking the bed reeularly will also

!nLluJ'l' ||| ||'1Iil|"

s, Antirrhinums, 12 ins.: Inter
Geraniums, 12 to 15 ins.: Nemesia
Alyssum, 6 ins;;

belia, { 105.;

”I\{_ F[|r' !Il'll il
of 1 oz, pef sq. yd. Sow the
ightly firm the surface when
Cover the WallHower seedbed with
slace for Sparrows to h

bath during dry we:
prevent this mis

The Herbaceous Border:
Many herbacec

5 plants come into Aower in June such
Pyrethrum, Lupin, Thalictrum, Erigeron, Campanula and
phinium. Remove any withered fowers from carlier I
Doronicum, Trollius and the Oriental Poppy.
the later plants as they make

ants,

Continue to stake

further growth.

The Vegetable Garden

Continue to make successional sowings of peas, lettuce, radish
and Snowball turnips, to | frest ;
I
during the

I ma

1 vepe

late summer be sown where they
: 1 |

ure as they oo not ir .m.|- anf \\|| when tiie weather
and sunny., Plant out 3

Holes

g 105, .|||.||l, in rows 1s ing. apan,
made into which
up with hey
il into hole to cover
prouts, late cauliflowi
Liuird manure or tap
wite of anmvmonin,  May is thie month

1511

hole is not 1I|]r|

are dropped, bue
are watered in, and the w
Clontinue 1o give onians,

t"n rrJIl-II-,;|-Ii\ fecds wath hatiral

washes

sl

dressings of dried blood or

W |'|r'|.- ||‘.-‘_

e root Hy, the earron fly and the onion fly lay a
proportion of their amd
Do not give up control methods in

usually the Hist brood

vhich' does the most dama

June however, But continue

'_[i\il}'__; Brussicas a .|::\\3||-r ol lomel

1 1 { P | =il the I 1
cdust which should be dusted’ around the n of the plan
onions a dusting along the rows. To control carcot fv spray with

unher beans as

1CY I

Lindane, June is the month for sowin
wender plants and Jf sown o, early are liable 10 be dam:
frost. They should |

sown n doul
& ins, be

drill s wpartand. 2 ins
drills 15 ins. aparr and 2 ins,

Thin out alternate plants
they are small 12 ins, between cach plant, and after
foot stakes.

leavi the seeds.

with

The Lawn

It 15 nsual to give lawns a dressing of compound ferti iy the
tme, During June
give a dressi of sulphate of ammonia at the rate of Y4 oz. per
sq. yd. ar dried blood at the rate of 3 oz per sq. yd. Do not
feed the lawn if the weather is dry, bur wait £ weather
when the rain will wash the fertili the soil, 1 lawn is
infested with weeds, you can use one of the selective weed ]

Be sure the weather conditions are suital that is, the ground
should be well supplied with moisture, the grass and weeds should
be growing strongly and a forecast which states that there will

or two should have been recel

spring, but this is used up in a few wet

LG

ik 18

no rain for a day

Poullry Congress Exhibilion

Demonstrations on | m,.L ng of hapes, HLiII\(_'\. paricakes, oatcakes

thread will be given by mem .u|n-| the S.W.R.L on ||m morn
lursday, 1oth Angus the Exhibition of the Tenth Wor
i1l the Waverley Market, ]-.-I;nuﬂ.n et
he Exhibition 1(-‘|| L0 275! At
times daily
n of demonstrators of the
. the Scotnsh Gas Board, and Edinbur
> preparation of

and shar
inw of
| oultry Congr
ko

mven several

ronstrations will

L‘I"f\"r) (Yi" Fi
st Scot |L||.n| 2 ]u

]HJI]H]"\

Organised parties of 1w
given a reduced rate of adm
possible, notify the Poultry Cor 58 Secrotdry, St _-\.1|5|r
Edinburgh, of thetr inte ;
Parties should enter by the West Door on Waiver]

and over visiting the ]-'.\:lali--'ium W
sion of rs. 6d. Such pirt

s should, i
v's House,

Oy

wded visit, who will also answer any enquirics.
Bridge.
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A.C.W.W

Athouph  the wweanisution, The Assoc
a Country Women of the World, was
foi constituted as late as 1933 the story
of its preliminary struggles goes back

time. In he Hl\h‘nj\' of the .-\5»:
Country
by .\..Lf_".‘» W. ar xas
Starborough tukes the f
the Finnish A

1 long
1-11{'11

Women of the World (published
Neve

6d.) Mrs.

which to
For' the next lmmlu-.i
wamen's inisations

| aver the world, At
isolated wunits born of
farms and in lonely
companionship and
As these organi
influence the
international organisation
into | around the first world
war, From then on the idea developed
from abstract to concrete form until in 1933
the organisation was formally constituted
the Associated Country Women of the World,

History of Associated Country Women
of the World, an i*‘muulmL contribution
to the records ui the work of rural women's
organisations and in it Mrs. Neve Scarborough
i as well as the story of its early
sirugeles, a full deseription of the worle of
the organi n to-day and its influence all
over the world, details of the work of the
Central Office and a history of cach of the
112 Constitnent Socicties. Tt is a book of
! .x..‘-”_l'%"c' (] 1]]
rural women
anxious that it should be
Librarics throughout the
country. * Members who are interested are
therefore urced to lodge their request for
History of A.C.W.W, with their local Public
Library in order thar it mav be added to
the shelyes. As members probably know, the
demand for special hooks has to come fram
the pub the valume is made avail
able. A request at the local library, there
fore, will help to spread its circulation and
make it wn as an authoritative book of
reference, Otheérs who want to have a copy
for their awn may abtain it from:
ACW.W. 167 Kensington Hi Street,
London, W.8.

tion as the seed from
wowth of A.CW W,
odd 3 rural

appeared in countrie
that time they were
the need women on
COUnLry
sducation in E|rm.un|L1|‘-_‘
sations grew strength and

idea of an
1

districts for

came

\';‘3_ 1=!|r1-|[||-

reference \\-'|1 should e
connected with the work of
andd AL CW.W, is
available in Public

befare

PERTH AND KINROSS
GAMES BOOKLET

To 'mark its 3oth anniversary Perth and
Kinrogs Federation published a Games
Hookle It is a wuseful production sectting
forth an amazing number of games suitable
for \"umu-, W.R.I occasions from Christmas
parties to Burns suppers and from children's
patties to old folks treats, The games have
been divided into six sections—team games
and races, circle musical games,
general games for all ages, novelty dances,
and “on the spot” competitions. Clear
mnstructions are E:i\'rn for ]

each
game afid there are also suggestions for song

has

games,

organising

SCOTTISH HOME AND I

PUBLISHES ITS HISTORY

scences
and a list of
further ideas.

The wotk 'of compiling and editing the

0y ir L]L{ abeth

mimes

books

and pro for special occasions,

which may provide

b was carried out
I, Marshall of Muckhart \\"':R_!_
be obtained from The Federati
> Princes Street, Perth, for 1s, 6d im'l*.n]ing_r
postabe. i
OLD FOLKS' OWN

Edinburgh and Leith Old People's Welfare
Coungcil is an active body with the welfare of
its elderly s much at heart, One of
its activities is the publication, quarterly. of
Old Folks’ Own, a magazine which

char

oives

well as much
Many of the
come from their own members,
the majority of them in their 80's and sorme
in their and we are filled with admira-
tion for their enthusiasm and ready pens.
As well as news of the various branches
are interesting articles, poetry and a
thag, the of which illustrates the
lively interest the members take in their own
mublication, s hoped to extend the ciren-
on of Old Fnll\". Own and there is little
doubt that it would appeal to all who have
anything to do with the elderly, either indi-
vidually or in groups, It costs 6d. per. copy
or 3s. 6d. per annum post free, and may be
ordered from Miss Murray, Edinburgh and
Leith Old People’s Welfare Council, Ainslie
House, 11 St. Colme Street, Edinburgh, 3.

news of old f clubs, as
interesting  reading  mat
contribu

ga's,

fulln

e e e

NEEDPLEWORK EXHIBITION

e o

My

-|‘-| |||'i[|-.=

June an
Scottish

until sth
held in the

From 20th
mbradery

are shown two of the exhibits.

hery of the dress, Tt

patch-wdrk kneeling

bodice !.Iul was

cushion made

e e e

motifs, Joan Nicholson, London,

exhibition of

Building Centre,
The exhibition is planned and arranged by The
(1) A sun-dress and bonnet
Smocking controls the 111“[1“&5 in dress and bennet and an embroidered band is .i|1]‘]al d to the
f{l lLl
from

contemparary needlework - and
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow.
Jeed]ework De velopment Scheme.  Above

I made from checked gingham.

(2) A

embroidered

Edinburgh.

.|!J]I]]{\; and

by Agnes Kindberg,

fine Hannel with




SCOTTISH WOMEN’S

Financial R(‘purl for Year to

SCOTTISH HOME

AND COUNTRY fune, 1654

RURAL INSTITUTES
31st March, 1954

FPYHE Finsnce SubCommittee begs to submit the Statement of
Account for the year to 315t March, 1954

From the Receipts and Payments Account it will be seen that sub
Ftl‘lsllirlllh for the year, at the rawe of 1s, 2 . WCere received from each
of 65058 members and amounted to }4,&1- 11, This is only
£3 155 tod. less than the amount received for the previous year when
there were H6,023 members.  Interest rece imounted to £ 153 15, 4d.
and included f7o125 11d. increment on War Savings Certificates taken
up partly in 1936 and 1937 and partly in 1g40. Income Tax paid,
amounting to £26 7 ant from the Scotts
Education De Pl
amounting to fHo was 1
was 4,087 25, 6d.

e AR
s reclaimied and 3

The total income of Central Council

From the P:
expent \ll on

nents side it will seen that f2g8 16s. 3d. was
etings, Classes, cic., while steamer fares of A.CW.W.
National Conference expenses amounted 1o
3 . gd. was paid out for Travelling expenses
and B Grants of {269 10s. od. and £250 were
made from Central Council Funds to the Handierafts Committee for
the Crafts Van Tours which took place in autumn, 1953, and for the
Tour planned for spring, 1954, respectively, while /5 145. 3d. was paid
by Central Counal 1o the Housewives Committee. The total of
expenditure in respeet of Central Council was [ 4.621 125, 1d., as com
p.,uJ with the income of £4/087 25, 6., so that the dehcit on Central
Council for the year was 534 95, 7d.

Handicrafts and Housewives each rs'\;:.'- ed [\:\s-Euur\;:'m Grants of
{1,000, Handicrafts received as a Grant from the Treasury L300 for
the Spring, 1953, Crafts Van Tour, including the cost of additions to
the Iu'.n Collection, and from the Royal Highland and Agricultoral
Society Lroo towards the expenses of the Auturin, 1G53, Crafts Van
Tour, mr! Central Gouncil, as previously stated, mn1|i|r||'u| L2609
ros. gd. to the Autumn, 1953, Crafts Van Tour. Housewives, as
tioned above, received from Central Council a grant of [5 14s. ,i|
making the total income f1,005 145, 3d., which balanced the a.-'-.|m|-.‘l
ture for the year. From the Expenditure sid:- it will be seen under
Handicrafis that _j:;rur was spent on the _"1[a| hlu, 1G53, Crafts V an 'i‘r-l!r
and [36g ros. gd. on the Autumn, 1953, Tour. The Gran of /
from Centril Council for the S_E?rihl:_‘,ﬁ 1054, Tour was held in Reserve by
the Handicrafts Committee until the commencement of the Tour on
agth March.,  The toral sum expended by Handierafts, including
L1309 13s. 7d. ‘on Mectings, Classes, ete., was £1.66g 105 gd., and
equalled the income for the year.

Literature Account showed a surplus of £233 155, 1d. and Badge and
Bar Account a surplusof £12 185, 11d. Interest amounting to 2 7s. 8d.
was recaved for \'.I.L'.IQJIJIH Nash Prize ]"Llll\!. while the sum of
f10 175 6d. falls o be added to the Handicrafts and Houscwives
Reserve Fund.

=

During the year donations to the Premises Fund amounted 1o
_‘h 6d., made up of an anonymous gift of 400 and donations
rom Institutes and members of ;‘l-‘fn 48, 6, The Carnegie UK.
'l_ml paid over the balance of the Grant, viz. £784. It will be
remembered that this generous gift amounted to 2550, [1,766
having been paid over during the vear to 3rst March, rg52. Interest
on the Premises Fund amounted to A‘m;' gs. 7d., and the profi
on realisation of an investment to 2% 10s,, mwhj__,g £1,585 45 1d,
] ;|!.|.

Fre s amount has been deducted Depreciation of the Heritable
Property at No. 42 Heriot Row and the furnishings, amounting to
LB 115, 3d. is item requires some explanation. The Chairman's

Advisory Committee, having in mind the fall in value of heritable
; }

property, considered it l'i;h‘ that the cost of the property at No. 42

Heriot Row should be written down until it approximated the estitnated
present-day value of the House. A firm of Property Valuers—Messrs.
James Gil aimined the property and reporied that in their view the
value was /5 This compared with the cost price, including struc
tural alterations, of [8,336 gs. 7d. Tr was considered thar De |n'-.1ll,-»|-
of 7% per cent, per annum shiould be written off the reducing
the property until such time as the Balance Sheet Value was reduced
£ 5,380, and accordingly H\ 360 gs. 7d. was written off. It was also
felt 11;,:-' the value of the office furniture should be regularly written
down by approximately 10 per cent. per annum for ]‘Jcp|‘t'-_'i.uin|'|:
accordingly, fi193 1s. 8d. was written off. These two figures of
Depreciation together amounted to 829 17s. 3d

=L

.|]\Ic af

The purpose of the Premuses Fund was to meet all ourgoimngs in
connection with the house and furnishings and it ‘was felt that
Depres - against this fund, The Credit balance

remaining after debiting )1"\,.; r1s. 3. from the sum received was

tion was a =air L'|||r

55 128 1od.

From the National Conference Pooling of Fares Account fir,r27
155 5d. was paid out, making a dehcit for the year of 84 125, 1 rel.

The summary of the balances of the various Funds showed that thi
aggregate -.||r'|r|l:.\ for the year was £ 306 5. Bl

During the year Grants-in-Aid from the Development Fund amount
e to {:J_"Hll for each of the two years to 315t October, 1953, and 3151

October, 1954, 13,500 in .1].1. were received and paid to Federations.

On the Assets side of the Balance Sheet, the value of the Property at
No. 42 Heriot Row is \iumn as 7,700, after deducting depreciation of
636 gs. 7d. as previously stated, while the valuation of the Office
Furnishings, after deducting depreciation of f193 1s5. 8d. was [1,74¢
The I]]ll||\||u[ Show Stand Partitions are includéd av cost, viz. f6o-
\\-‘,l]lt_fr[h“ bearers' }.]l!l'_:! 5 at cost stand at {"" 155, an wd stocks of
Literature and ]"».'ILE_uu and Bars are valued at JJ' s, 1ol

Investments at cost amount to L10.467 125 The details are as

tollows «

Burnle ¥ |'-i||i|Ll||'|'r H‘:u:;i'l\' (| )r'ﬂrmi'. Account) - ,r’:..“.-‘_"- g 2
S6oo 314 %0 Wir Stock (Literaturc)- - - oo o ©
[30 3 4%, War Stock (Vaughan Nash Prize Fund) 0 0 0
L100 3%, Defence Bonds (Premises Fund) 100 O
L1000 3% Savings Bonds, 196070 (Prei niscs Fund) 827 10 «
L 1,060'35/ Savings Bonds, 1g60-70 (Premises Fund) 942 -1 b
L1600 39/ Savings Bonds, 1960-70 (Premises Fund) 1,463 11 3

Cash and Bank Balances are [1,092 115, The tot al assets at 3rst March,
re ;_ 855 16is. 2d., compared with [£23,704 gs. 2d. at 3xst March,
1g53—an increase of L1571 75,
On the Liabilities side of the Balance Sheet the B: lllh.' 5 on tlu
individual Funds total to f20,142 6s. 2d., compared with [ 15
tfis: 8. last year. Sums held for specific purposes were for th Mug
Party [12 25, the ‘~|>l|:|,, rgs4, Crafts Van Tour f2s0, and for the
purchase of nlh ; for the Loan Collection - f27 185, Bd. Subscriptions
received in advance for the year to 3ist March, 1955, amounted 1o
)r‘ 4423 G5, 1r will be noted that the Premises Fund now amounts (o
(17 , while the Capital Reserve still stands at £ 10,000
The Balance Sheet discloses a sound and satisfactory position, while
the Receipts and Payments Account evidences a year of active work in
the furtherance of the objects for which Scottish Women's Rural
Institutes stand.
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VOTES FROM HEADQUAI{TERS

HOUSEV VES COMMITTEE From Federations in the North of Scotland Agricultural College Area
HOUSEWIVES TESTS 1l Housewives Seceetarics ¢ e st June, 1
that provi d sufficient entries, are T From Federations in the West of Scotland "._fl"-'-l:lil'll‘-Hli.'_-_l_.' Area
Tests wil be arranged 10 the South ist August, 1954

i Odgtaber extendine o November, 1 cessacy, 1he closing
date for entries at Headquarters is 15t September, HOUSEWIVES LIBRARY Will those members who have copies of
Darry Propuce  The closing dates for entries at Headquartersare:: the Housewives Library List kindly add
Friom Federani in the East of Seotland Agricultural College Area “Bonbons and Simple Sug . by Louisa Thorpe. Copies of the

st June, 1954, list can be abtained from Headquarters

FIRST-CLASS CERTIFICATE WINNERS IN MARCH HOUSEWIVES TESTS
(2 {berdeenshive Results wifl be given next month)

FIFE FEDERATION—62 Certificates gained (37—1st, and Class)

dwarded to: ! d Meal

LU AT
M . M. M'Giregor

M Riumin 1 o1} Miesl A i | nd Distriaty

Mrs, Simps | guret ML (1 Ieferry amd Elig

M K. Thomson ( Furlsferey

CElie)
Conking
Mrs, | 5 nnk | {Kettle and’ Distriet)
Mrs, I b
Mrs tar ( o and | Tistrict
T Mk
¢ (T i Mirs. W. T
ek ki M. H. Me r ia y
wikrt (K i) Mi Joean R (K r F 3 .} ¥ (Earlstorry and HElie)
Smnmers | i3 K Vit I, Stewnrt g
Jobee's Report
Fests were held Kirkealdy, Saline, Ladvbank, Kineskettle, Elie and St. Andrews i March
There were some very good entries ¢ aved in e Centres. The standard of work was high, espeaally among the Cooked Meal,
! Invalid and Child's Trays.
e sh ust pastry 1s still too stre r flavoured by amount of lard used. However, with the introducti - new cooking s with
end of rationing, we hope this difficulty will be eliminated. Sausage rolls, made with rough-puff pastry, wie :ally excellent in some
On the o - hand, mince pies made ke round scones with roueh |m|l nasiry were not pond. T meat 1n the centre of

weirhs it down and layers of uncooked pastry 15 the result,  Mince pies are better made in tirtlet cases wi pristry Case lining the

amounts used or a method. Always choose a recipe that s familiar

e Accompi nied by a re L

PERTH AND KINROSS FEDERATION—76 Ceortificates gained (48—1st, 28—2and Cliss)
‘eftiflohtes avwarded to: Mre, Noakes (Aberfeldy) Mrs., (lark (Rait and Kinnnind)
Mrs. Iv Paterso ¥ gan) Mrs [, Donald (K
(Bankloob). Mrs. Margurot 1 tdyh My, Not Hiitelison (Roit and Kinnaird).
(f i} 5. It aylor s Mrs, Hynd (Ralt ar r
{Bankfiat) M J. W n { and Klnnaird), Mrs. Tom MpoDougall
ik foan) Mrs. G W s kel ) Mrs, (Kin
{ Lonforgin). e, H. Whyte (1 _ Mz, G A t
i Mrs: May T. Whyte (Aberfeldy) Mrs. J. Wa
Mirs. ¥ e (Kinloeh Rannoeh) Mrs. M. Whyte
Pregerving Wit ey Meal
1 Distriet) Mrs. M. Ande n {Bankfoon). Mrs. Tom Maebo
wnnoeh]. Mrs: E. Athan (B i) Mrs, M, N
Dhemald ( Aberfel Mika q] alid
Mrs; CHristi ald (Aberfeldy)
AMrs. U, Nieol nids).
M*Ex . Mrs, Morgaret M. Spenee (Aberfeldy).
J, MKémzi Li Cooking

Mi, Nicholson . (Melidlsou Mis. Oslln Bege (Bankfaot)
Junce's Revo
Tests were held in March and April at Blairgowrie, Bankfoot, Kinloch Rannoch, Aberfeldy and Longforgan
It was gratifying to find a good mixture of the six different Tests being entered for and results were, on the whole, good. Maost entered for
the first ume and all seemed to be very enthusiastic about going on to iry the other Tests whenever possible for them to do so. Tt was very
to find so much enthusiasm at most of the Centres and a splendid turnout to d eriticism afterwards.

refreshin e
rthat in a few cases entries could not get a mark because of failure to read and w the rules carefully. In one Centre four

ites hrought -|:\|_\ scones for a Baking Test. ( ful reading of the rules waould avoid this regrettable happening.

BANFFSHIRE FEDERATION—13 Certificates
vardoed tos: I q Mre. M. Ki Lotigmuinliiil
MuaeKenzie (Edinvillle) Mz, MacK { Arradiul)
raoe Smith ( Marnoch ncooke W -
rtbar CTATFY B RGSR), g Murisl MoeKenele (RAnynlie)
st {Marnochh, - Tnpalid Diet
Thon {Tareyerovs), I » olley (Longmanhilly. r¢, MpeEenzie {Arradont)

ained (ro—ist, 3—2nd Class)

o
o

Jubce's Revony
held ar Keith on toth April. Considering that on a prévious gecasion only Baking entries came forward, there was a very
Tests of particularly high standard. The Cooking iy ere especially good with many different dishes. There was also
hone ] epared Tnyalid Tray and Uncooked Meal, '
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HANDICRAFTS
HANDICRAFTS TESTS It was decided at the Handicrafts Com
mittee meeting that in future the minimum

mark for LJh_ aw |I1I of a Second Class certificate will be 8o per cent.
effect for

COMMITTEE

instead of, per cent. This alteration will take

the Tests to be

10 1|~ls
held in November.

HANDICRAFTS TEST The following Handicrafts Tests will be
AT HEADQUARTERS held in November, 1954: Rugmaking,
Crochet, Tapestry, Coloured i‘l.‘]{::.\,rll.!!.ll"rl\'.
White Embroidery, Quilling, f’an'ln\'. rk, Linen Work, Colour and
Design, Pattern Adaptation in to Embroidery, Handmade
Pottery, Painted Glass, Painted { hina, <] Pottery, Meral Work,
Filet Lace (Lacis) and Fabric I'rwl.;” Entry forms for these Tests
together with a dey w cach Test entered should be sent
to the Handicrafts Sec y at Hz adquarters, to mm not later than
15t October. ( ‘apies of the ”tt]u icrafts Schedule may be obtained from
Headquartersand from Federation Handicrafts Secretaries.

LENA MEIKLEJOHN This Gompetiton to be held in Nov
TROPHY COMPETITION ember, 1954, will be for Coloured
Embroidery 1in wool (not canvas work)
with no stipulations as to size or article to be worked. The work must
be sent in completely finished and the judge must be able to see the
back of the work. Entry forms are now available from He adquarters.

DESIGN COMPETITION A Competition for a design for a cushion
in English Quilting’ will be held in
November, 1054. Entry forms are available from Headquarters,

l[_"i)(:"'-r"."; AND As :![ipli-_'&!itrns have been received for
DEMONSTRATORS' TESTS these Tests; it was decided by the

Handicrafts Comimitree that if suffi-
cient entries are received Teachers' and Demonstrators” Tests will be
held in various s. Diates and centres have not been arranged but
holders of a First Crafr certificate who are interested in entering
for these Tests are asked to send their names to the Handicrafts
ary at ]ILJI|\]1'|HLI'~ as SOON as iacn.l]l] to enable J}fr:\.‘lx.',u:n._[[
ents to be made. No entrance fee is ps ¢ at this stage.

ADDITIONS TO I'he following books have been added
HANDICRAFTS LIBRARY  to the Handicrafts L ibrary: —

SG 186 Traditional Quilting—Fitzrandolph.

SL 249 Crochet, Tatting, Teneriffe and Knitted Lace, etc.—

He ani rosier.

SL 250 Tatang Hlustrated—Norma Benporath.

SQ 320  Making Home Furnishings—Agnes M. Miall.

SQ 321 Introduoction to making of Eiderdowns—N.F.W.1,

RESULTS OF Tests were held' in Roxt 'unt'ql:s.hirr: on
HANDICRAFTS TESTS  20th April in the following c : Knit-
ting, Smocking, Lingerie, Dressm: iking,

Plain Sewing and Renovations. Honours and First t’lasr. certificates
were awarded as follows:—

IDRESSMARING Miys. Barnett, Crailing and Nisbet—First Class.

Kxirring - Mrs. Somerville, Nenthorn—Honours.

Mrs. Anderson, Bowden—First Class,

LiSGERIE - Mrs. Gordon, Newtown St. Boswells—Honours,

ReExOvaTions -  Mrs, Holmes, Edgerston—Honours.

Suocrineg - Mrs. Atkinson, Morebattle—FHonours.

The results of a Knitting Test held in ["IL'.ulqu.'{rLL'rﬁ on 23rd April
were as follows : —

Mrs. Philp, Carnock and Gowkhall—Honours.
Mrs. Athanas, Bamff—First Class.
Miss Castle, Lamlash—First Class.
Miss Garrick, Lerwick—First C
Miss |. Lawrie, Newmore—First Class.
Mrs, Wemyss, Birnam and Dunkeld—First Class.

1585,

REMARES

[L'-" = L ]

81 WING

Duessuaring, Pram

The work presented w;~df a hllfh standard and worthy of the marks
awarded,

AND COUNTRY fr'.-‘.l':r', lu:‘_‘{

Small Faults Tay mainly 10 seneral Aoish, and lack of attention to
detail

From so much sewing of a'high standard it is evident that, in many
cases, failure is caused not by lack of skill but by insufficient knowledge
fore may find the

of some of the fundamental processes Members the

following points helpful.

Buttonh
on. Whert
ible to make the huttonleles according to the instructions. Buttonholes

mav be bound with mate ed They may be across the
train in use, so diag \|'|In< of

These are important details, and deserve great atten-

a commercial ‘pattern 1s used [or the garment, it is advis

| ar wor

parment or vertically, according to the
hiouldd be studied, and pructised, befor

stitches and methexd of v.uu{.nu_-
buttonhoeles dre made on the carment.

Thie l':|.n-.;lll;; ritles should be abserved
1. Cur the buttonhele a ol 1.||_-_-: r than thi |-||Il|m, o doubl '\il‘l]'.
ht by a thread

.
Fill tl s'il_in'ﬁ' with buttenhale siitches, Work a round end of nine
, and finish at the inner end with bar tack on
aswell.

andd k|1'.|!_'_i

SUIECIE

OUETSEHEn g
tap, and wndernes

Buttonholes cut verteally may have a bar rack ar top and bottom,
t blouse, but a round end at the fop

e a man's shirt, or a
1s quite correct and aceepted 4s such

Hems
Nothing spoils a garment more than a clumsy hem, Mat
u line, especially if the skirr is

'[!'il\-\lv: [Li,i‘i

hinding makes.a less conspicuons hi
pleated or flared.

Seitability of Material

To interpret this correctly is not an easy matter. A wide choice of
t to-day, all adver d as being suitable for a
rticular purpose refore, the member's choice may be technic
y correct, .rnu|<'|| nov quite the bestmedium on w |11- n I-<-|:‘ il 1y her
ckill. A goodd L]ll]]ll\’ material, for all purposes, produces best results,
The lasting qualities of pure silk or fine lawn repay the hours of labour
necessary to produce hand-sewn lingerie.

rials is on the m: 1rL

Decoration
Decoration should be restrained and' dainty, and in keeping with
material.

Bindings

A binding of cross-cut material makes a delightful finish to dainty
garments, but it must be narrow— Y4-1n. to 3/16-in. width is sufficient.
To achieve sueccess with binding, eut the cross-cut strip four times the
finished witlth. k carcfully at exact widths throughout the process.
Hem fincly to finish. Make sure that joins in length are firm, and
exactly on the selvedge thread.

Finrsh

No garment, however skilfully made, will show to advantage unless
it is well pressed. When finished the material should have recoversd
its original smoothness. Most materials respond to the judicious use of
a damp cloth. Linen, lawn, or rayon articles may be wrapped in a
slightly damp towel for some time before ironing, This produces a

crisp fresh appearance.

Knrrrive
After several seasons without holes at heels, these are again appear-
ing. Tt cannot be stressed too strongly that great care is mu]u] at this
point.  Finish is stll the prominent factor for First Class certificates
ind it is obvious that not enough care is exercised in finishing in the
majority of cases.
PREMISES FUND
Already acknowledged - - - - f15,403 12 8
Rosneath and Clynder W.R.1., Dunbartonshire Fed. - 2 6 6
Fintry W.R.L, Stirling and West Perth Federation - 5 0 0
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ROSS-SHIRE

from \lm. SCTOs5 O l'1i:r.'|i|1,
hpefter on Bth May, where
rclose on 500 membets,

Balintore or
‘s first Rally

from
i{t_l."-ri '~|. (AR N

| 1'|I|.|| '.l'.llilln

Beauly, led to Strat

g attended |
In the |

depicting

frs Section the communpal tmblecloth with sewn 1nsets
entered by Rosemarkie for the Vaughan Nash
3 ind there were rugs froim Newmeore, upholstery
fromiu Ferintosh, tatting from Chanonry, deer-skin ;
weaving from Kessock and baskets from Fodderty,
strators of spinning, weaving

]\“.:1.' SCCENEs,
hand-bags from
Demon
at work all afternoon.

Grarve,
and tatting were
Members fram in Gaelic
and English, gues, violin and plano selections, country dances
and o short play. There wasalso A Matter of Opinion.”" A buffet tea
was expeditiously served during the afternoon

rious Institutes entertained with songs,
mono

BERWICKSHIRE

Berwickshire’s Federation Show was a bleak
Hall there was g
||il-_'||rii_'_-':]1l of the
~|1-'||* windows in which the varied ducts of

were admirably displayed.

L'he alternoon. of
April one, bu
lonr. For the Ry
certainly the
bers’ craftsimansiiig
particularly

were a

mside Avion plenty of hfe sand

v '.:‘i‘n'. I]:l N

O
food exhil
SEWn

and howvsewifery
struck by

simple but

varicty of the
beautifully
in the new design and delicate cole
t, and an original shop window of
Prizes werd
of 1 angion, who put 1n
\yton Instiure
had no casy

g items colout
the cushion

\ ||.|\.-.-_|l ]n_-:l |__‘,1'.:|

requisites which was “Inghly

by Lady McEwen, Pre
for “ordinary plain

It the

be uI;
presented
special plea

COImIe 1!1]!'.]. 2
srdent
won the hig

Lo tll‘.

SEWIT

I|l|li_"I 8 can |IJ\L

tusk cormng

RENFREWSHIRE

Renfrewshire Handiwives held
.‘.;~||| _(|'|||, i||-|_'1|1 "'\ I'lw sls |-‘|‘|..|: | |-f \\n-rL., '.ll;
the exhibits and the enthusiasm of all who came
nothing tomark it asa “fiest atempr.”

Miss Fumice Murray of Dunbartonshire opened the Show and Mrs.
Sherriff, Chairman of Renfrewshire Fandiwives, expressed the appre-
Federation thiat f\li-.ﬁt Murray | have ;
ceramony.  She also welcomed Mrs, Hunter, ex President

ir first Show in Paisley on 30th
attractive lli'-[l.l.l\ of

to see if, the Show had

ciation of the should come 1o

wriorin the

e ™

HOME

e ™ ™ e e ™

AND <

ound the Shows *

of the F

|
DHaCK (0

ederation, who, although now living in another county, hadl
visit them. Anothet which Renfrewshire
members ratulate themselves was the number of

from other Fe Argyll, Dumbarton, Stirling and West Perth,
Vyrshire and Dumfries were all represented.

The Show consisted of the entries in
“foursones’” titton, and “‘classes for individual con npe [1tors.
The community mr1l|klll-rllu Was 1or | outht tr-r I
6-12 months, frock and knicker:s
(sewn ar knitted), m a feeder,

There were six entries (Renfrewshire
||||:"'"1L ll1 '|\| dex .'||'||i_'!‘5.'il1llli'
competition was a novelty, well
an Institute formed
[u!.lrr_‘ tart and

point on
1'H]I||‘I COng Visiiors
sderations.
a ~<-I||'III|'||" u-|||1ul1l.||1
compe
cons cardigan, I
and a soft
ten Institutes) and

itdress, vest, socks, slipper
as onl
of the hall
The “‘foursome
four members of
and pad, a

sHpr wits & masty rpicce with a hroad banc

supported, in which
¢ a waist slip, a
jam, The
i quilting round the

to 1M
COSY COVET goosel W “1”'1”:_!
CHIry s
Foal

k]!l'.ll]'.-;:
workers, and jum
sultand-cake making fos
ention

‘=|| skills—glovemaking,
hina & N and |1||. t ot |||'|||h’ it
seone-nnakl ||I' oitcake haking and s
It is difficult to select par
bur the china painters d e a word of

i and ¢hoice of colour,

Individual classes gave scope tor
SeWIn g, «
making,
rhe housewives. ems For

congratulation for their good

: Commumnity work (presented
e of Weir: Rural spoens for foursomes
Rosebowl for individual with most
Houston and Crosslee; Stevenson

Kilmice

|1!|||\'1:1:|I :l_\\:i['J.\ Wer '15‘ J.u'.'
A. G, Stewart)—Bnd
Kilmiacolm: Telter

1bits

\:I!IIl'I('!il]“ll {
points in Houscwifery exl :
Basket for most points in Handicrafts
One extra attraction at thie Show swas the
Federution final of the cookery competi
red for Institutes by the South-West Electricity Board.
swn and t
in thiry minutes.
d, beat, toasted, stirred, set
rables and dished the 1d delighred audienc
This was the first of the Federation finals and six others ‘will have taken
place before the Ared final in Dumfries on the :.'.1m_| of June : the day
winner of the Renfrewshire
[ &5 OIPE RN wis .N-:l~ |. 1\!\!1 .l:‘r'\i1|1'||' tr|. |.'-'l||\.\':;1's'1<h'il lFI\]iH‘ll' _\"ll!:

LIGHTNING COOKERY

tion being arrat
Electtic cookers had been installed in an adjoining
competit a Scotch Sup

They looked re

tors prepared and cooked
rkably cool as they whisk
micals before an interested

befare the Hi';‘lll i Show OpRs. The

sliewill be one of the seven finalists to re et the performance in the
Deill Hall, Durafrics

R e

NEWS OF THE INSTITUTES

.\-{)R_lk}.“;l{,\- .'\R]:‘-,:'\. ':mr ..'Hjl.'} L
gill had an
tnny and  sent

Mrs. Gordon, own and G

Watten e bl

their bulb and afer B

including  Tannach, Scotscalder, Bower, Jewellery

Dunnet, Staxigoe, Banniskirk, Lienrary, den

Durran and bu:l.ukt. psually with atalk on. st

bulbh growing and, 5, an explana had ' a

tion of the method of awarding points, and, at a

Fair Isle knitting v i

Scotscalder and [3 was sent the local

il club. Durran and Staxigoe both heard

-ent Federation meeting, and

holiday in Yarmouth

Caithness Federation
Press Secretary:
West Watten House,

Many - Institutes: had

"IIIHI"\
shows,

wnsirited  at
wax crayons for
in some & social
“Fifteen
violin solos; liu\
jpreparation of 8

reports of the re were the
".‘-Iii'ix];__(.lc had
Dumut g talk
arncd how to wire

and OTARSER and how 1o

atalk on :
was on Rhoc
and

, and Watten  egus 10 Forss
flowers I bivthday

; ParLy
They prand mareh,

Preserve
> i
whisty,

L o 1 B them

A programme of son;
evening or
a L'll”-.'u_iinll ot
I |1r-é\t1.||.
show there was a whist drive and
iniskirk’s a whist drive.
‘||Ill W Canc-w [}l'}\ lll’\\'L‘l |‘.l_‘:£\-.(.'l WCECTL
and Keiss learned to
!'1|1|\T'|ri\i<:2'}'.

amusing

Lyth,
evening -atter
later JuL‘c.'l..:I.li'-."‘
Years i Caithness™
also auctioned
shetland wool and rug-making
sutbjects of ':lk\ at T_._\.'b:.lcr.
sent /1 1o the R.N.L.
i[!ll'l\(.
with

LIS andl

and various

i||nn_~.'.|.llr.'&].

Auken-
hat trim
cggs to th
After Stir-

Lyth’s open nigh
electrical .|;\1-|1.|Hu;\~ WEre (
Orkney Federation
Press Secretary: Miss Peggy Clark,
Glaitness House, Kirkwall

Costa’s programume was l'li-'\‘dui by m
and Burray's by i
Deerness’s  Stromness provided a
demonstration on ols and Calor
a baker 'monstration. Dounby
i and Harray
various small
Holm learned
a dress without a pattern and

Quilting and a cushion
{ also demon-
AR LARATS WS Pll?

Lieurary  bers, their members
their bulb: show
enjoyed a talk on
then songs and
‘]‘.lu- lllciml il 5.1]-.'

were  shown
articles tor

how to make

VOl

Gias gave
parcels.
how to ma
They sales of work.
and a collection of
L'Hhcmn ‘Il'ul their  vse up
traditional cake, cover in
,1;||u|||ln_-_ At st I }glmltl"h}

'i('JI O
lattice-weavi were

ooy




vided by members, and Papa Westray jomncd
a Woman’s Guild for a talk on Orkncy in
the 18th and early 1gth centuries. Life
Craibstone was the subject of l‘mir}]fln'h t
and Rousay .|1]u\ d the programime provided
by their commitiee, lln. as “A Matter
”!- {1'\]|||u[]" and a fowl trussing demonstra
tion at Sandwick, and a programme by young
members at blmplmn_\-, South Ronaldshay
welcomed visitors from Stenness and held a
cake and candy sale, Visitors from Orphir
provided the '||t||'|||"']|l at Stenness as did
Deerness visitors at Andrews where t
Was ,[lHlI a .‘-.]l-‘_' o \\-.rI.L-\.. ]'II'.\:I:] IIh ]I Fray
visited—and ent xd—5t. Ola and Stroms-
ness respectively.  There was a déemonstratio
of b king and a talk on [mu'u,
management at Stronsay, '1':m].u-rm 5's |.|..
gramme was provided by Kirkwall T.G.
“rr:sir.i\' ||\ their own members,

Ross-shire Federation
Press Secretary: Miss Alice MacGregor,
Slr:ﬂhg:irv-c Schoolhouse, Garve

There were whist drives at Dingwall,
Ferintosh, Kiltearn, Brahan, Maryburg L,h .md
Conon and Resolis, \pp]mrn«-‘ had i
say or Sixpence pay programme. A wﬂ..
g with: bring-and-buy stall brought in
1:1: -'.lr Arabella and Kildary who also had
1 e of Apnculture film on chi
ng, \‘. eaving » and small loams was
demonstrated at Ardgay where the hnished
articles (sca mats, belts and lengths of
tweed) were much admired-—as wits a tapestry
Balintore and Rosemarkie
and Fortrose enjoyed Mrs; Anderson's graphic
deseriptions of her Australian tour

Brahan had a demenstration on glitter-wax
Howers and a. combined end-of i

bers of the ssrmalking

5¢

v by a man.

for mer 1
and Rl'1| Cross classes, A cohcert,
the play, “A Fishy Tale,” was held at C
Invershin, and a film show was enjoyed
Fodderty, Garve were told “How to enjoy
pictures,” with film-strip illustrations. North
Kessock 1:1-]1] .\ilxt.'&'\.‘-}"\ll h\ll\ and had «5'-§||-
ning and weaving demonstrated to them by
Lady MacEwen. The Singer Sewing Machine
:'1I].IIJ\-' gave a4 useful demonstration
Kilmorack. A trip to Nice was described
Kilmuir-Easter, and at Kiltearn specimens. of
basketry were shown, Lochearron welcomed
Mrs, Anderson, and enjoved a :_'_t"i}_L[l..l;lJi';L]
quiz,

I'he Hydro-Hoard showed their newest
cookers at Muir-0f:0rd. Mrs. Murray, Federa
non President, visited Newmorpe and described
the Passion Play at Oberammergan. At Nigg
Roral arrangement was studied and there was
a social evening with whist, music and danc
r.  Ullapool brought Dingwall knitting
emonstration, a “Forel; Affairs,”
on a4 visit to a

solosinging, and a talk

Rhodesian.  W.1 Rosskeen: heard  about
Y MICA, ‘w at home and abroad, and

held an “International Evening,” when the
pioneering days in Canada and life in an
Ecole Normale in France were described from

rsonal experience. Sausage rolls (nothing
Cpaire 1 ]'I far e-hin ]I Wi i|;.:\,|"_ -'-Il!.Lnil.

aten for tea, and voted
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Sutherkand Federation
Press Secretary: Mrs, E. A, Bremner,
Rose¢burn, Dornoch
Clashmore had their annual whist and
dance and planned a o -u]ll!-i!Hl exhibit for
the H dale | At Dornoch there
was a cookery demaonstration and a talk on
Calor Gas cookers. Golspie had a bring-and
buy sale and a hlon show and sent a4 collee
tion of egps 10 local |1'm|»|..t' A Eniting
machine was demonstrated at Lairg, and they
rd the report of onc '..l| the co-ju 4.
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PRESS SECRETARIES® BADGES
are now available ar 25, 6d. each, plus
postage (z2'4d. for one, 4d. for 20 and
7d. for 50, approx.) Orders should be
sent toi—

Scottish Home and Country,
65 Renhield Street,
Glasgow.
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awall Show. They also had a
myt ||u||n" Their summe:
will be o the Crafts Show at Helmsdale.
Clyne’s demonstrator showed how to re-
cover a quilt and sang falk SONES;
had a whist drive and a colle !
for '.'hahf\ii‘i]n_ Their drama section won s
Redhead Trophy at the S.C.D.A. divisional
finals in Inverness for the best W.R.L team in

they als

Fhghlund Division. There was a concert
and dunce Spinningdale and o talk on
drama proeduction- and an
h .\||II.1]\. Al I{u_g;xrt the 1
dent, Mrs. Adam, showed how o make
and  Miss demon
iper flowers; hearth brushes
from rope and heeldess socks, Hclmul;}.l‘
enjoyed a cookery demonstration, and Embo
hina ware and pottery and humaor

o »
collection for

deration Presi

! q
|f|:'|.‘-|'|| e

strated cre pe

L ON C

OUS 10aI -|r||_l_||< 5.

WEST HIGHLAND AREA

Argyll Federation
North Lorn and Lorn Groups
Press Secretary: Miss S, B, Campbell,
Kintaline, Benderloch

Connel's closing meeting was 4 social even
ing with members from Achnacloich as their
guests,  Barcaldine enjoyed 5 Rural Gas
cookery demonstration and a talk on garden
ing by Mr. Percy of the College of Agricul
ture. Mr. Percy also spoke at Benderloch.
At Morvern there was a talk on bulb growing
and a whist drive

Mid Argyll and Nether Lorn Groups
Press Secretary: Mrs, E. H. Cameron,
Dunadd, Kilmichael-Glassary

Ardrishaig had a profitable month with
both the Crafts Van's visit and a Calor Gas
monstration At Cairndow Mys, Fruzer
Darling, warden of Kilmory Castle, one ol

"I.'.r;"l :

three mixed clubs and holiday Ly imes, gave
a talk about the s af
them. Wl I\llm.u-tm they

WL sil

1e0 |

saw a display ework ang smocking,

and L;i.m\ making denor
: .

oW 31ee |'|,|..

for funds and a lessan
Furnace and Cumloden
M1 ]'U!I 1] ||'|] ,_'

CATIATC hedr

._|'.|.1L‘l|
another meeting o

members with a
vernment .!:Ili i :‘l-'.\":\'n: :,:'_
mbers, Inverar:

lermonstra

I an

n |'P('.!|.

younger

enjoved the

biscuits

Mrs.

empir
er nuts, Kilbrandon
‘w|1.1|||~\. account of her wvisit 1o G 3 a

Mrs. M'Innes" tmlk en the SW.R.L They

v Kilmelord

were joined |

for a
1 1 - 4
talk on care and ir of carpers and
upholstery,  Tayvallich enjoyed the Crafts
Van's wvisit and were particalaely | interested
m the smocking

Kintyre and Cowal Groups

Press Secretary: Miss Macewing,
Redeliff, Campbeltown
Isle of Gigha welcomed home their Presi-
dent who has been in South Afric
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